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ggfkqgagisgn g The coldest start to a summer season in 51years has not had the usual hype, in-
e BLmonth 4 stead anglers are choosing to score brownie points with loved ones for when the
ANSA Burrinjuck 5 weather turns it on again. A wet summer forecast wi Il require careful planning to
gl;li/?\l Z\f’i\llgingo g take full advantage of the good days. Despite the ¢ old, the wind and the rain the
. N odd crazy, | mean dedicated fisho has been getting into early season Kings and
Friday Night Club 12 Jews; bream and whiting are about and the weather h as also encouraged the trevs
Max on Kings 14 and sambos to stay a while longer. Interesting repo  rts of sporadic snapper cap-
BRArY 15 tures in the bays are around, mainly on large plast ics and stripes are about, even
. the spearos have been getting amongst them.
E:zmg Ejr?r?lréz gs In this issue the new SSAFA Calendar is .re.leased, D ouk cooks up snap.per asian
. style, reports from the .Ta!blngo anq BUI‘.I'InjUCk co mps, RFA news, N.ell Yaks up
Annual ethnic Bass bass, Max reflects on his time chasing kings, the Friday night club, Mitch’s talks
e (L early season Mulloway, an ethnic Bass classicand M ALLACOOTA. The usual fish-
Members in action ing reports are always valuable with up to date inf o and Chris A focuses on live
Mallacoota Bream baiting marlin just in time for the opening of the season. Finally Arty reveals his

SSAFA Boards . . . . .
summer collection at the shop including a new blen d of coffee he is working on.

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year - Dr Steve



SSAFA CALENDAR 2011

=) SOUTH SYDNEY AFA CALENDAR 2012

January |NO Meeting Night July 4 Meeting Night
February |1 Meeting Night August 1 South Sydney AFA AGM
17/18/19  ANSA Nowra Convention 25 ANSA NSW AGM,
Delegates Meeting &
Presentation
Mnmh 7 Me.ehng ngh* Sepfemberl 5 Mezﬁng ngh‘i‘
09/10/11  ANSA Narooma Convention 14/15/16  ANSA Glenbawn Convention
30/31/01  Sydney Sportfishing 22 SS5AFA Presentation Night
Tournament
April 4 Meeting Night October |3 Meeting Night
8 Easter Sunday 12/13/14  ANSA Talbingo Convention
21 Sth Sydney vs.' 5t George
May 2 Meeting Night November | 2/3/4 ANSA Burrinjuck
04/05/06 ANSA Lake Lyell Convention Convention
7 Meeting Night
24/25 ANSA 2/4/6 Competition
June 6 Me.ehng Nigh‘l‘ Dgcember 5 Me.e.‘l'mg nghf
12 South Sydney AFA
Christmas Party
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DOUK'’S DISH

DEEP FRIED SNAPPER WITH THAI SWEET POURING
SAUCE - DOUK KONSTANTARAS

Ingredients:
Snapper 2-3kg
Corn flour
Vegetable oll
Desiccated coconut

Sauce ingredients:
1 bunch coriander

2 cm nob ginger

Thai basil leaves

% cup brown sugar

50 gr fried shallots

5 cm nob ginger

4 chillies

1 table spoon fish sauce
1 table spoon soy sauce
Shallots

Pinch salt and pepper

Cooking Fish:

Trim head off snapper if too large for Wok or Deep Fryer.

Cut 3-4 slits in the snapper to the bone. Mix Cornflour, salt, pepper and desiccated
coconut together, coat fish all over and in gut cavity.

Heat oil to 180 deg and place fish gently in hot oil and fry for 5-7 mins each side. Rest
on wire rack for 5 min when cooked.

Sauce:

Chop coriander, ginger, garlic and chilli very finely
and add 2 table spoons vegetable oil to pan and
fry gently. Add brown sugar, cup of water and fried
shallots and reduce to a syrup ( 5-10 min) then
add soy and fish sauce.

Take off heat and add Thai basil leaves

Pour hot sauce over snapper and add more cori-
ander leaves and chopped shallots.

Note: fried shallots can be found at Asian Grocers.

Enjoy
Douk



PHOTO COMPETITION

PHOTO OF THE BI-MONTH

“Makaira”
Photo by Chris Anagnostou



ANSA BURRINJUCK -

Well, after the SSAFA victory at
Talbingo the lads arrived at Lake
Burrinjuck keen to hand out another
hiding. Joe, Stuart and Coops were in
attendance and the accommodation
proved to be of reasonable standard
and low cost. The food was good and
for hay fever suffers this was an oppor-
tunity to test out which antihistamine
works best for you . There is abundant
wildlife right at your door so a good
place to take the kids.

On the fishing front Joe set the early
pace before the comp with a Yellow
belly and a Carp. On the first morning
we selected a close bank and Coops
soon had the biggest Red Fin on the
board. It stayed there all comp until Joe
knocked me off with this winning effort.

COMPETITION REPORT

Paul Cooper

The Carp were there but you had to
know what you were doing to catch
them. Coops caught the most (thanks
Ivan J ) and those not required were
given to this Hungarian woman whose
family were fishing for Carp to eat but
could not get any. This woman embraced
Coops and said “God bless you, you

are a good man” for giving them the ex-
cess Carp. Amazing.

It has become apparent that in this con-
vention you really need a boat to explore
the timber and catch natives. Other than
that, you can catch Carp all day long in
very nice surroundings and enjoy the
ambiance of the outdoor venue. All up a
very pleasant weekend (unless you are a
Red fin or a Carp).

Cheers
Coops



COMPETITION REPORT

Talbingo Convention - Paul Cooper

The club was represented by 6 an-
glers at the Talbingo Convention.
Joe, Jim and Bill were the boaties
and Stuart, Brian and | fished the
shore.

The boat boys caught some trout
on the Friday pre-fish, however the
start of the comp Saturday saw the
weather deteriorate due to a fall in
the barometric pressure. The boat
fisherman in
general did it
tough and the

SSAFA  guys
also found it
tough going.

There was a
similar sce-
nario for the
shore  based
fishermen on
the  Saturday
morning. Brian
caught a soli-
tary redfin
which we

cooked up
only to dis-
covered that
it had no
taste to my
liking.

Saturday af-
ternoon Stu-

art, Brian
and | went
back to the

pondage
shore where
Stuart  had
caught a
2.1KG Brown
Trout on
2KG gear on
the Friday afternoon comp pre-fish.
Stuart managed 3 trout on the Satur-
day afternoon and | landed a brown
trout 1.29KG on 1kg gear which was
the biggest for the convention. Brian
hammered the redfin at will but there
were lots of small ones. In total we
weighed in five fish that night. Sunday
morning the full SSAFA team hit the
pondage shore and Stuart captured a
good Redfin on fly. This was the last
action anyone saw. Joe, Jim and Bill
left after that little session prior to the
presentation so Joe didn't miss his
wife’'s birthday. Not much of an ex-
cuse we thought, but none the less
we hung around to see the results. As
it turned out there were 180 people
registered and we (SSAFA) won the
ANSA section and | won the ANSA
over all trophy for the highest point
scoring fish. It is a shame that Stuart
did not nail his fish in comp hours as
it proved to be the biggest Trout
caught on the weekend. On collecting
the prize for the club | did thank all
the country hicks for coming :-)
Some young kid caught and released



COMPETITION REPORT

Talbingo Convention - Paul Cooper

a Murray Cod 1.15M (yes 115cm).
The photos on the night showing
this remarkable capture from Blow-
ering Dam were impressive.

The Wagga Wagga Boat Club An-
glers used power point presenta-
tions to show results etc... and this
proved a very effective communica-
tion tool. They also did an excellent
job running the competition, similar
in the way we run Sydney Tourna-
ment.

Of the money raised about $8,000
is split between 4 charities in the
town of Wagga Wagga a fact not
well known. It is probably the most
compelling reason to attend and
support them along with the beauti-
ful scenery and the prospect of
some big freshwater fish.

By way of trivia Talbingo is also the
birthplace of Miles Franklin, Austra-
lian Author and Author of My Bril-
liant Career. In her will she be-

gueathed her

estate to establish an an-
nual literary award known
as The Miles Franklin
Award. The first winner
was Patrick White with
Voss in 1957. The Can-
berra suburb of Franklin
and the nearby primary
school Miles Franklin Pri-
mary School are named
in her honour. The school
holds an annual writing
competition in her mem-
ory.

Tight Lines - Coops



RFA NEWS

Get ready for the NSW fishing regulation review

NSW DPI is about to conduct a review of NSW fishing regulations including fishing rules, size and bag limits.
This review is conducted every five years and the next one should start in early 2012 with a public consulta-
tion period.

Watch the RFA Facebook page for a heads-up as more details become available.

Pittwater recreational fishing haven update

Key recent milestones in the battle to reserve Pittwater for recreational fishers only include:

- The Independent Review into NSW Commercial Fishing has completed taking submissions and will report to
the Minister in February. Anglers Action Group made a 27 page submission. The

- Minister has said that Pittwater will be considered in the Review and that new recreational fishing havens
can be declared if there is strong consensus for them.

- Federal Mackellar MP, Bronwyn Bishop has written to the NSW Minister in support of this initiative.

- Over 3,700 signatures have been collected on a petition and hundreds of emails have been sent.

- The campaign continues to get valuable media attention.

Anglers are asked to email the Minister and, in a few words, tell her why you support this community initiative
and how it will be good for you, people you know and for the whole Hawkesbury bioregion and the environ-
ment. The Hon. Katrina Hodginson MP is Minister for Primary Industries, her email address is: of-
fice@hodgkinson.minister.nsw.gov.au

Please also send a copy to Pittwater MP, Rob Stokes at pittwater@parliament.nsw.gov.au

You can also continue to collect petition signatures. Download a hard copy here.

Kids' fishing workshop at Gaden Trout Hatchery

Kids 8-14 years old are invited to come and learn to fish safely and responsibly with experienced volunteer
instructors and staff from NSW DPI. Dates are Saturday and Sunday, January 21- 22, 2012. Venue is Gaden
Trout Hatchery, Kosciuszko Road, Jindabyne.

The day runs from 10 am to 2 pm and includes fishing techniques, bag and size limits, fish handling and catch
and release. Cost is $40 per child and for that you also get a rod and reel, shirt, hat, tackle box, and show
bag, all to take home. Bookings are essential as there is only room for 25 participants.

Ring Stephen Thurstan, Recreational Fisheries, Primary Industries NSW

Ph 02 4295 1809 or 0438 245 190 or e-mail stephen.thurstan@industry.nsw.gov.au




RFA NEWS

Murray cod fishery open

Freshwater fishers are gearing up for the opening o f the Murray cod fishing season on Thursday, De-
cember 1 following the annual three-month breeding closure in NSW .

NSW DPI Inland Fisheries Manager, Cameron Westaway, said the native species are a prized catch of fresh-
water anglers as they are one of Australia’s largest freshwater fish growing up to 1.8 metres and weighing
more than 100 kg.

"Every year a three-month ban on Murray cod fishing from September to November protects this native spe-
cies during its breeding season," Mr Westaway said.

“Since the closure was first introduced more than a decade ago there have been numerous reports of signifi-
cant increases in Murray cod numbers.

“Murray cod numbers have also been boosted through the NSW Government'’s fish stocking program and the
community’s Dollar for Dollar scheme, funded through the sale of recreational fishing fee receipts in NSW and
community groups.”

NSW DPI Director Fisheries Compliance, Glenn Tritton said fisheries officers will continue to regularly patrol
inland waterways to ensure fishers are complying with the rules when fishing for Murray cod and other spe-
cies.

“There is a daily bag limit of two Murray cod per person per day and a total possession limit of four from either
rivers or dams,” Mr Tritton said.

“The minimum legal length of Murray cod is 60 cm, however fishers may have only one over 100 cm in their
possession.”

Other rules relating to the Murray cod include:

*Set lines can no longer be used in any inland waters and are totally prohibited. Two attended lines may be
used in all inland waters except some trout and closed waters but these lines must be within 50 m and in your
line of sight.

* Live finfish including carp, birds and mammals cannot be used as bait.

Recreational Fishing Alliance of NSW on Facebook

The RFA has a Facebook page at http://www.facebook.com/REANSW which has all sorts of news that can't
wait for our monthly newsletters...including habitat projects, important meetings, angler consultation/
submission processes, club news and so on. The page also has links to NSW weather forecasts and tide
charts and all the RFA'’s safe fishing videos




TRIP REPORT

3 NOVICES YAK BASS - Neil Kemp

There is nothing like a new adventure with 3
clueless novices chasing freshwater bass on
kayaks. Never having targeted this species |
didn’t know what to expect but much to my
surprise we ended up with 2 bass around the
28-30cm mark, 3 smaller bass around 25cm,
a carp on a hard body lure and a f%*#g sore
leg. The pictures below tells the story, the line
going 45 degrees across the photo hides the
one end that was attached to the rod and
shows clearly the lure embedded in my leg.
Fortunately, | think?? the treble tore out of the
carps mouth at the same time it went into my
leg burying all those trebles deep which meant
I had to push the barbs through the skin and
then cut the end off the barbs before rotating
the hooks out, a very good reason for swash-
ing down those barbs in the first place. | must
remember to do that in future.

So as far as Bendeela waterway goes it was a
good weekend; bass on bibbed lures, trolled
lures and on little poppers; it was all fun. Eve-
ryone caught fish that weekend which made it
a great and memorable trip. There was noth-

ing really big caught however for a newbie
I’'m now more encouraged than ever to look
for the grandfather of the little bass we threw
back.

There were some other sights to enjoy such
as wombats coming out at dusk to forage
around the camping grounds eating the
grass and anything left laying around. At
2am | was woken by a loud yelling voice
screaming “get out of here you bastard”
coming from my buddies tent. Only to find a



TRIP REPORT
3 NOVICES YAK BASS - Neil Kemp

wombat eating his tent.

The camping ground was clean with basic
toilets and no showers or electricity. How-
ever it was very well patronised by family
groups and the grey army so we had no fear
in leaving cars or goods at the grounds
whilst we fished.

As the 3 of us had never been bass fishing
before | was very satisfied with our effort and
catch. As for the carp they didn’'t eat bread,
corn or marsh mallows. There were quite a
few anglers attempting to get a swamp trout

but | caught the only carp of the day on a
lure, no doubt the park training held my
karma in good stead.

We used the weekend as a shake down trial
to see if we had thought of everything to
take for a camping weekend as this was my
first time camping. There were only minor
things went wrong but all in all we are ready
to take the kids away on a campout at
Christmas, or to go as a group from the club
to target some bass for the twelve month
comp.

The local knowledge tells us to go to Bee-
hive as it all happens there but if they're will-
ingly giving away free advice I'll assume it's
no secret fishing mecca.

Sadly | deleted 6 photos of the bigger bass |
caught. My photography skills match my
fishing skills, the older | get the more use-
less | feel at times.

There might be something in this new fresh
water fishing fad taking over the world. I'll be
giving it another go. Till my next report.

Tight Lines
Peg-Leg



CONCEPT REPORT

The Friday Night Club - Steven Siarakas

The Friday
night club was
formed for

guys that
fished regular
hours, how-
ever through
work and fam-
ily commit-
ments the
only time
they could

wet a line was
on a Friday
night. In the
early years of
the Friday night club the changing tac-
tics, baits, locations and understand-
ing the importance of tidal and moon
phases was a great challenge. In fact
the first years of relying on artifi-
cial light, re-rigging in the dark
and trying very very hard not to
make a sound, made for very

lean times.

After thinking through many
strategies and taking on one
species at a time, reading a lot
and trying to pick the brains of
the few that did it regularly, we
started to show some results.

The first species targeted were
tailor and trevally and the ever
endless supply of bait fish and
squid. These were relatively
easy targets especially in the
autumn and the winter months.
The reason they were easy to
capture was that traditional ber-

ley and floater techniques worked
well for these species at night.

The next target was the ever present
bream. This target was challenging
because to get any sort of numbers
required more than just anchoring in
one spot berleying and waiting for
them to come. In fact it became very
apparent that the techniques and lo-
cations for successful night fishing for
bream where very different to the
morning and daylight tactics. For
starters bream in the night are very
shy of the full moon, which was con-
trary to what other fishos had told us,
night bream spook very easily, so
when a fish is hooked it can take a
long time before the next hit, if you
get a hit at all. One thing that re-
mained constant was the bait used.
Even luring bream at night was read-
ily achieved. The biggest secret to
night breamin was to fish the darkest
area you could find and to move con-
tinuously. If each spot brought you 1
fish and you moved 10 times that was
the way to accumulate a feed.

Whiting were next on the list, regular
40cm plus specimens where hooked
in the night compared to daylight ses-
sions, again baits are the same, even
the locations that hold the whiting are
the same, it is just that the strike and
quality of fish is better at night. Have
not had any success with whiting on
lures at night but admittedly have not
really tried lures on them either

The mighty mulloway was our biggest
challenge and unlocking the key to



CONCEPT REPORT

The Friday Night Club - Steven Siarakas

capturing this alpha predator was
probably the pinnacle of the Friday
night club. And all that credit goes to
jewie Jim who put in endless hours
of R&D and came up with a strategy
that was adopted by all and resulted
in great captures for all of us. The
refinement of this night fishing re-
sulted in mulloway being taken by
bait, soft plastic lures, hard body
lures and more recently flies. And to
no-ones surprise the moon phase
and tidal movement were critical.
Also the use of very fresh bait usu-
ally hours old was better than a
week old squid strip. As for lures it is
amazing what you will catch at night
throwing plastics and certainly you
will cross swords with mulloway do-
ing this, as well as quite a few flat-
ties. Jewie Jim described in a focus
article Mulloway on fly so I will not
go over that again, just refer to the
Sept/Oct SSAFA Newsletter issue.

| touched on flatties at night, lures
seems to be the better way to get
them although drifting at night over
sandy patches with tiny live baits is
deadly. Interestingly enough we
have hooked the odd kingie and
shapper but have not been able to
crack a pattern.

Landbased Friday night ses-
sion are also very successful
remembering what has been
discussed previously. The
key here is to fish jetties and
spots that you have to your-
self, crowded night spots
take away from the tranquil-
ity and the quality of fishing.

| have not gone into specifics deliber-
ately because it is difficult to sum up
over 20 years knowledge in one report,
nor would we want to divulge spots that
have been accumulated over that time.
What | can definitely attest to is that
you have the waterway to yourself,
boat ramps are empty and the night
views can more than make up for the
fishing itself.

There is a greater degree of safety
alertness required at night and mostly
the night fishing brings with it a greater
degree of tiredness, so factor in these
elements to each of the trips.

The Friday night club appears to be
changing as work is established and
children are growing up allowing more
free time to fish conventional hours.
There are no regrets in taking our fish-
ing into the dark only wonderful memo-
ries and bruises. Not to mention a
whole newfound knowledge on fish be-
havior and tactics .

Screaming drags - Dr Steve



FIELD REPORT

The King of Kingies - Max Chater

“No race of kings has ever presented above
one man of common sense in 20 generations”
did Thomas Jefferson say; and while he may
not of been speaking of the swimming kind,
never the less this holds true of this target
species. It is not until one can truly dissect the
meaning of those
words that you
can regularly
catch the mighty
king. The empha-
sis being on
‘common sense”,
that in my experi-

ence isn't that
common.

Stan, ChrisA,
Douk, Marinos,

Mitch all big king reputations, | say Pffttt. The
true measure of a kingie giant is someone
that has battled these hoodlums since the
1950s and only | can lay claim to that.

That slick stealth like frame gliding through
the water like a missile ready to launch an
insanely explosive strike that can bust you in
an instant if you are not properly prepared.
The big kingie is the challenge of our local
bays and inshore waters. Luckily for a lot of
the younger anglers out there you didn't have
to live through the era of the floating kingie
death trap that saw the numbers of this regal
species decline into oblivion. We are now into
the era of recovery and this is a species we
should not take for granted. Great fighting
fish, great looking fish, great eating fish and
great Sydney iconic fish.

How do we catch this fish? As | mentioned
earlier you require common sense. Why? Be-
cause on any given day what might instigate

a strike is an unknown. | have had live

squid and fish out and they take a cube of pillie, |
can be throwing poppers and they are taking plas-
tics, | could be trolling bibbed lures and they are
taking Christmas tree or pink skirts, and the jigging
brigade (although I think they are mad) have their
say too. Basically any method will work , BUT what
will work today? that is where using your noggin
and being versatile may lead you to the coronation
of “king master” status.

The time they strike, mostly it is mornings till 7am,
other times it is all day and at times it is afternoon
and evening bite.

And the tackle, | hear guys using 100pound braid
and 200pound trace, others use 10kg braid and 60-
100 pound trace and then there are the cowboys
that try and stop this majestic fish with light bream
and whiting gear. For me it is simple look at the size
of fish you are likely to come across and use an
outfit that will give you a chance at landing these
fish quickly, a short fight is a good fight and this
gives the fish every chance of survival when it is
released. Mind you there is nothing wrong with tak-
ing one home to use a Douk recipe on.

Finally if anyone wants some advice on how to
cross swords

with one of

these missiles,

| am happy to

give  advice

on a Wednes-

day night

cost; a coke

and rum.

Thank you,
Thank you
very much !!

The King - Max
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FOCUS

- Chris Anagnostou

simple. Once the warm cur-
rents come trickling past these
bait schools they bring with
them the marlin. Mar-

lin species that seem to move
in first are the Stripes and as
the warmer water continues to
flow down the coast the
blacks will join them,

and occasionally blue marlin
also pull out of the offshore
currents and venture onto
these floating buffets as well.
Once these marlin find the
bait schools they stay with
them for days and days on
end, with only a fresh push of
current forcing them to move
on further down the coast.

Live baiting for marlin consists
of: firstly being able to access
the area's where the bait con-
gregates. The locations vary

One of the most effective way of from 30 metres in depth up at South
chasing marlin on the east coast of west rocks and more commonly the
Australia is offshore live bait- 160-200m mark around the continen-

ing. Throughout summer at various tal shelf from Port Stephens down to
locations along the coast, primarily Jervis bay. When the live bait is lo-
around Port Stephens on the NSW cated jigging 5 x 1kg slimey mackerel

mid-north coast and Jervis bay from 180 metres can be a task in it-
down south you will find large con- self, so be prepared for some wind-
centrations of baitfish along key ing. We almost immediately set out

points of the coastline.
These points are often in-
shore and offshore reef sys-
tems, canyon and mountain
structures and of course the
continental shelf.

These baitfish primarily
which are Yellowtail Scad,
and Slimey Mackerel; seem
to return to the same loca-
tions year in, year our which
make locating apex preda-
tors such as marlin relatively



two baits, while someone continues
to Jig more for the tank.

When live baiting for marlin we run 2
rods, a deep set bait with a clip on
shapper lead, and a surface bait. We
always have a rigged livebait ready to
be cast at an surface cruising fish we
spot. When fishing the deeper
grounds where the chance of a Blue
marlin is a real option we fish 24kg
tackle, and when fishing inshore loca-
tions like SWR or the Gibber we usu-
ally downsize to 15kg Tackle.

Our choice of leader brand and
breaking strain also depends on
where we are fishing, but as we're
spending more time in deeper water
we've settled on 10 feet of 250lb Sho-
gun leader as the norm. We usually
have a dozen or so leaders ready for
the days fishing, pre-rigged and ready
to go. The bait fishing leaders are
rigged with a crimped flemish eye on
one end (that gets clipped right into

- Chris Anagnostou

your snap swivel) and on the other
end we crimp the hook. Our hook
choice for marlin is, and always will
be Eagle Claw L2004ELF in sizes
from 7/0 - 10/0. We started to use
these Billfish Foundation approved
hooks some 10 years ago now, and
find them to have the best hook up
rate, as well as the lowest mortality
rate when targeting marlin. We've
found them rigged as per the at-
tached picture ideal for setting hooks
perfectly in the corner of the jaw.
We've also recently started running a
lumo bead just above the hook which
seems to agitate the livebait a little
further.

Live bait rigging - http://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=cu0-
PPYhP-w

The deep bait is fed
out roughly 100m
and a snapper lead
attached to a rubber
band is slid down to
hold the bait roughly
40m down, and 60
metres out the back.
We clip this line into
the outrigger clip and
leave the reel in free
spool with the
ratchet on. We set
our surface bait
roughly 100m out the
back as well and
also clip that into the
outrigger as well,
again in free spool
with the ratchet on.

We then proceed to
circle the baitschools
with the boat just in
gear, this allows you

FOCUS

“Strikes regularly come

out of no where, but quite

often you will mark the

marlin on the sounder be-
fore you get the bit&A
Marlin marks up crystal
clear on our Furunoand

often you can see it stalk-
ing bait”




to work the perimeters slowly and
thoroughly which is usually where the
apex predators like Marlin and sharks
are found. These are not the

only predators that are found on these
bait schools, often dolphin fish, tuna,
Wahoo and Cobia make appear-
ances, and most of them will be
hooked using this method, but one
species has the ability to miss the
hook, guess which one ?

Strikes will regularly come out of no
where, but quite often you will mark
the marlin on the sounder before you
get the bite. A Marlin marks up crys-
tal clear on our furuno and often you
can see it stalking bait from either
above or below. When you finally get
a bite line will break out of the clip and
the reel will peel off line. At this stage
we immediately pick up the rod, re-
move the ratchet and aim the rod tip
directly at the fish. We need to make
sure the fish is pulling line off the reel,
and swimming away from us with

FOCUS

- Chris Anagnostou

minimal pressure allowing the circle
hook to work its magic and position
itself into the corner of the fishes
jaw. Once confident the fish is swim-
ming away from us we slowly in-
crease drag pressure, this is where
the hook will start to penetrate the
jaw. There is no sharp jerking of the
rod, just a slow stream of constant
pressure and the drag sets the hook
perfectly almost every time.

We've made a small video on how to
do this check out - http://
www.youtube.com/watch?
v=AYFEX|nIOOQPg

The rest is up to the boat driver and
angler to chase down the hooked
fish, get a whole lot of pictures and
of course get that tag in its shoulder
and release it to fight another day !

Fish hooked on circles have many
benefits for both the angler and the
fish below are just a few -

- The fish is in perfect shape
for release, with no gut hook-
ing and tearing of internal or-
gans.

- Fish hooked on circles seem
to provide greater visual enter-
tainment, with high aerial an-
tics and less slugging it down
deep sulking from gut hooking
- Lighter leaders can be used
resulting in more bites as
100% of the leader is outside
the fishes mouth.

- Releasing of fish without
manual handling is safer and
can be done as simply as a
quick tug of the leader can
open the circle hook and re-
lease the fish



FOCUS

- Chris Anagnostou

The above is a very simplified version of
how we do things, and the system is a
lot more refined onboard "Josh" but the
above will definitely get you started. If
any one has any questions or queries,
you can shoot me through an email, or
pull me up at the club !

Happy Marlin Season !!

Chris
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New marine reserves for NSW coast

During November the Federal Environment Minister Tony Burke released draft

plans for a network of marine reserves in Commonwealth waters off the NSW

coast, called the Temperate East Marine Region.

There are nine reserves in the area between the southern end of the Great

Barrier Reef and Bermagui, starting 5.5 km off the coast and extending 370 km

out to sea, covering 1.47 million square kilometres. The reserves will add to

the marine park areas already established by the NSW government in waters

closer to the shore.

The new reserves include the Jervis Commonwealth Marine Reserve (2,474

square km), Hunter Commonwealth Marine Reserve (3,782 square km off Port

Stephens) and the Clarence Commonwealth Marine Reserve (7,714 square km), Lord Howe Commonwealth
Marine Reserve (110,139 square km) and Norfolk Island Commonwealth Marine Reserve (158, 923 square
km).

The Minister claims the new reserves will not unfairly affect recreational and commercial fishing, and oil and
gas exploration is not totally banned in the new areas.

The draft plan can be viewed at hitp://www.environment.gov.au/coasts/mbp/temperate-east/index.html and
shows ‘green zones’ which are no-fishing areas. These are mostly well offshore out of the range of most rec-
reational anglers. There are also blue areas on the maps, which are multiple use zones, where fishing is al-
lowed.

At first glance the proposals in the draft plan look quite sensible. The areas within the reserves are ecologi-
cally unique and important and need to be conserved. It should be possible to provide that protection and at
the same time allow sustainable commercial and recreational fishing.

However there will be a three month consultation period and if it follows the pattern of what happened with the
marine reserves on the West Australian coast, anti-fishing groups will use the consultation period to pressure
the government into changing as many blue zones into green zones as possible.

During the three-month public consultation period, officers from the Department of Sustainability, Environ-
ment, Water, Population and Communities will be visiting coastal centres in the Temperate East Marine Re-
gion. They will hold information sessions and meet with representatives of various industries and stakeholder
groups.

Public information sessions will be held in Bermagui, Ulladulla, Jervis Bay, Port Stephens, Forster, Coffs Har-
bour, Lord Howe Island and Norfolk Island. The consultation period will close on 21 February 2012.

For more information on the draft marine bioregional plans and the proposed Commonwealth marine reserves
in the Temperate East Marine Region, go to http://www.environment.gov.au/coasts/mbp/temperate-east/
index.html.

Public consultation meetings have been held at Port Stephens , Forster and Bermagui.

3.30pm - 6.30pm

N g faranh
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Marine fish stocking

NSW DPI has prepared an Environmental Impact Statement on a proposed marine fish stocking program in
selected estuaries along the NSW coast to improve recreational fishing opportunities in NSW. Native fish and
trout have been successfully stocked in freshwater rivers and impoundments for over fifty years to boost fish
stocks and enhance fishing opportunities however there has been no equivalent marine program imple-
mented so far.

The University of NSW (UNSW) in collaboration with NSW DPI previously completed pilot research stockings
of mulloway and Eastern king prawns in estuaries to evaluate ecological aspects and effectiveness of marine
stockings. These successful stockings provided essential information for the development of a management
strategy for an ongoing marine stocking program. However, before the implementation of such a program can
occur, an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is required in accordance with the requirements of the NSW
Environment Planning and Assessment Act 1979 and the Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodi-
versity Act 1999.

The key objective of the proposed marine stocking program is to enhance recreational fish stocks and im-
prove recreational fishing opportunities. The proposed marine fish stocking program aims to stock mulloway,
Eastern king prawns, dusky flathead, sand whiting, blue swimmer crabs, giant mud crabs and yellowfin bream
in selected estuaries along the NSW coast in recruitment limited situations.

The marine fish stocking EIS is now available until Tuesday 31 January 2012 for public comment.

You can request a copy by phoning NSW DPI on (02) 6042 4202 or email: fishstock-
ing.eis@industry.nsw.gov.au.

The Draft EIS is also available online by going to http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/fisheries/recreational/info/fish-

NSW Angler Access Project

The project achieved a few significant milestones in the past month. The NSW government has gazetted the
project's first angling access reserve, over the Lake Macquarie recreational fishing artificial reef. Other re-
serves are slowly but surely moving through the approvals pipeline.

The RFA of NSW also signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the Lands Administration Ministerial
Corporation (MinCorp). MinCorp is the reserve trust manager of of various Crown reserves and the Memorun-
dum of Understanding outlines the operational protocols to be observed by the RFA in the administration and
management of specific Crown reserves for the express purpose of recreational fishing. MinCorp retains its
role as the reserve Trust manager for all other purposes.

The NSW government has also gazetted the creation of the NSW Angler Access Reserves Reserve Trust.
This body will oversee the governance of angling reserves formed by the project. RFA of NSW members of
the Reserve Trust are Malcolm Poole, Stan Konstantaras and Peter Gibson. There are also two ex-officio
members of the trust: Bryan van der Walt from NSW DPI (Fisheries) and Adrian Harte from NSW DPI (Crown
Lands).

Project Officer Chris Robertson continues to work with many parties on securing recreational fishing access
for the future, such as Crown Lands, National Parks Association, Volunteers Australia Network, NSW Fisher-
ies Access Officers, Local Councils and many angling groups throughout NSW. A number of submissions
have been submitted to Crown Lands which are being progressed through the established working relation-
ship. The change of Government caused several internal changes which has led to a number of re-writes and
re-submissions.

An important next stage of the project is engaging local fishing and community groups to take ownership and
start to manage identified and secured by the project.

More information on the website at www.nswangleraccess.com.au.




BLUE WATER

Blue Water Report - Chris Anagnostou

Well I was hoping this report would be
filled with all sort of Bluewater good-
ness, but it seems though fishing did
steadily improve, there was a lot of
water between fish for the majority of
our coastline. It seems most boats
spent their time on their moorings, but
a few ventured out. Boats who did get
out there had it tough, with very few
reporting much life. it seems the most
consistent area'’s are still up north,
from Port Macquarie down to Port
Stephens, with a few blue marlin and
stripe marlin being tagged.

Moving closer to Christmas it seems
Sydney has had a little squirt of water
good enough to hold a few striped
marlin, and here we are a week out
from Christmas and quite a few boats
havw crossed paths with some, and a
few boats have also managed to put
tags in a couple. The boats that did
fish out wide seemed to struggle a bit,
not finding much bait to work around,
and thus not turning a reel. There are
quite a few large flying fish on the in-
shore grounds at present up to 30cm
specimens. When the in close water
does come good there are some very
tasty baitfish sitting right at our door-
step.

Its definitely the time crews are put-
ting in the time testing gear and tackle
that's been carefully gone over
throughout a yellowfinless winter, and
doing this "pre season training" helps
crews get use to being on the deep
blue again. The fact there is a very
real chance you'll cross paths with a
feisty striped marlin takes the edge off
trolling around the ocean for hours,
well before the main body of fish ar-
rive.

Port Macquarie seems to be the pick

of the locations at the moment for
consistency, with dolphin fish and
striped marlin within 80 fathoms and
of course blue marlin cruising the
fresh run of cobalt currents out wide.
The time is now when the inshore
grounds of Coffs harbour and South
west rocks also start to stack up with
all the bait moving onto the inshore
reefs. The 11 fathom, jims hole and
the Gaol grounds all start holding
large amounts of bait, which in turn
attracts the predators. Cobia and little
yellowfin move in close first, and then
the little black marlin make their ap-
pearance.

At this stage my little 4.2 Dory is for
sale, but if any whispers of little
blacks cruising the inshore grounds
up at SWR filter back to me, | defi-
nitely plan to send the boat off to its
new owner with a respectable list of
captures, but | think a little Black Mar-
lin will definitely stand out. SWR has
in the past proven to be a very fruitful
fishery, with hundreds of marlin cap-
tures with in a few hundred meters off
the shore line. The trailer boat bri-
gade have always taken advantage of
the inshore action and it wasn't un-
common to have people travel all the
way from Victoria to fish there. Boats
didn't need to be big, and anything
over 4m with a decent sounder had a
very realistic chance at catching Mar-
lin.

My first few years of marlin fishing off
Sydney, were years spent being ex-
cited seeing 5-6 fish per season, and
wondering how to better those stats.
The stats became instantly better
once | took onboard a bit of very sim-
ple advice - Fish Where The Fish

Are !l My fish trip to SWR was a week
long trip, and by the end of it | think
we had 6 days on the water for 24
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Blue Water Report - Chris Anagnostou

bites, and 19 fish tagged. It was quite common for all 40 boats fishing the
grounds to encounter 3-4 fish a day, with some of the better boats getting
double figures for their day on the water. | do hope that one day this fishery
returns to its former glory, as the last few seasons fishing up there have been
dismal to say the least.

We onboard "Josh" have now set
our dates for the 2012 season. It
looks as though we are fishing 4
days weekends i.e. every weekend
of February, March and April as well
as a complete week in February on
the water. Our season will kick off
on Australia Day chasing Blues out
on the Port Macquarie plateau or
the SWR canyons. We find the best
way to get back into the swing of
things is to immediately attach our-
selves to a rampaging 200kg blue
marlin to make sure all our systems,
including our boat driving and an-
gling are up to speed in a heart
beat. We will then immediately start
concentrating on the black and
striped marlin fishery of Port
Stephens and Jervis bay, then
again returning to our arch nemesis
at the end of the season. Its been 2
seasons since "Josh" has seen a
Blue over 500Ibs and we just cant
go another one without crossing
paths with one !

Hopefully this is the last report of
mediocre captures, with the next
one full of reports from all our club
boats who are running out of tags
because the beakie fishing is go-
ing nuts. Now that summer is offi-
cially here, lets hope it all starts fal-
ling into place !!!

Chris



ESTUARY

Estuary Report - Brad Biddleston

Well another month has flown on by
and this one almost swept us away
with the amount of rain that came
down. There were sometimes 2 feet
of fresh on top of the salt in the
Lane Cove River and the Par-
ramatta River.

With all this
fresh the
jewie bite
should be

quite active
around any

runoffs, es-
pecially if
they drop
into a little

hole for them

to shelter in

and feel safe

whilst  they

wait for their
prey to come on bye. There have
been good reports of Jewies falling
to plastics in Botany Bay, and the
Harbour has dished up a few stink-
ers as well. The trick is to go out
and actually target them with larger
plastics and persist with many
casts, though 1 fish can make a trip
and 2 or more and everyone is grin-
ning.

Stockton Beach
in Newcastle is
home to some
nice Jewies
with the Hunter
River  flushing
with fresh into
the bite due to
the recent rains,

this action
should improve
over the next

few months with
nice jewies

expected off Stockton Beach.

Haven't managed that much fishing
recently due to a new boat purchase
which has kept myself busy customis-
ing the fit out to my liking — changing
cable steer to Hydraulic steering, im-
proving the live well with a recirculating
system, and off course trailer adjust-
ments to make boat retrieval a breeze.
Out for a fish and sunbake in the Har-
bour and Sarah saw the first fish of the
boat come in being a 32cm bream with
me thinking this could be good Karma.
With a pending Bream comp looming
this was a good feeling. Finding that
quiet spot up Lane cove is one of my
real passions. Many times, even on a
busy summer weekend, it is not un-
usual to be the only boat up there with
the odd passerby few and far between.
It is perfect for relaxing and a reminder
of why fishing is magic and serene. If
the fish are playing the game, even
more so, good company doesn’t hurt
either.

The day of the fishing comp arrived
and so did another 92 boats making
for one of the largest fields to date.
Michael and | had a decent day with
quite a few fish coming onboard. 1%
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prize seemed a possibility, however
the lack of size we encountered be-
came our downfall. We would've
boated over 15 Bream, mostly on
Minnow shaped hard body lures
rolled over the flats and weedbed
edges with a pause once in a while,
though the hits came when the lure
was moving. All round the size of
the bream were 26-28cm and up-
grading with the balancing stick for a
gram here and a gram there can get
frustrating, just ask Michael. At the
end of the day we managed 32™ out
of the field which wasn’t bad but still
we always want more.

Botany Bay has been holding some
nice Bream round Towra weed beds
good tailor thrown in, yet these lure
thieves may cost you more than they
are worth.  Their sharp teeth can
easily cut through 4lb leader making
you question exactly what just oc-
curred when your line comes back
limp, forcing a re-rig........ but you
keep having another cast.

Woolaware Bay is a prime location
sheltered from the notorious Botany
Bay chop and wind. It has a few
solid whiting holding behind the
racks over the oyster bommies near
the mangroves. Casting long with a
popper will minimize spooking the
residents and almost be guaranteed
to get you a few. The retrieve known
as walking — using small shakes on
the rod tip whilst retrieving to get the
action of the lures face moving in a
zig-zag style. Don’'t be afraid to
pause for a while either, counting to
10 before recommencing the re-
trieve encourages you to slow it
down.

The bream seem to hit on the pause
whereas the whiting just smash and
grab when the lure is on the move.
This form of fishing is very visual,
and requires you to respond to what
seems to be getting the hits on the
day. | also found some well placed
casts parallel to the rails with a hard
body lure managed to draw out the
odd wily Bream as well, though be
prepared for the bigger brutes to
grab your prized lure at any moment
and serve you some humble pie. The
only way to get these ones out is too
hit hard, turn their head and don’t
stop winding as this

will keep them facing

and swimming towards

you.

Wishing everybody a
Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year.

May 2012 be the year
of PB'’s.

Brad Biddleston.

ESTUARY



FRESHWATER
Freshwater Report - Jim Siarakas
There has been a strange start to No doubt this will all improve as sum-
the summer freshwater season. All mer marches on, | suggest that an-
the species seem to be on and off glers keep trying the fresh as it will

the chew and some like Scott have surely turn on soon.
taken the opportunity to get
amongst the Murray cod in the new
season. Maybe we can interest him
in a report as the pics are a great
tease.

Happy festive Season - JJim

Redfin have been around with Joe
and Coops getting a couple re-
cently. Coops also cleaned up the
carp in our inland waterways.

Not too many from the club have
chased trout this summer yet but
unsubstantiated reports suggest
they are deep after an incredible
spring season.

The boys got fish at Glen-
bawn dam but had to work
much harder than they did
this time last year, taking
primarily bass and yellow-
belly on sub surface lures.
What has been strange is
that this time of year bass
anglers are enjoying sur-
face action “boofs” but
these appear to be few
and far between. This sur-
face action is the indicator
of the summer season in
full swing and as yet, the
rain and cold seem to
have slowed the summer
pattern.



Beach & Rocks Report - Josh Joseph

Not much to report this month with
the bad weather, heavy rains and
dirty water.

The whiting should start to be in
full swing this month with the bet-
ter beaches being Maroubra,
Bondi and Bronte beaches. Live
bloodworms, beachworms

and nippers will do the trick. Fish
light lines and the edge of the gut-
ters for best results. | find early
morning better. If live bait is un-
available, you will get fish on fro-
zen pippies if you cut them into
thin strips, and use the flesh and
gut parts together.

There should still be some salmon
and the odd tailor around as well,
but you will need to be down the
beach fishing at around 4.30 am
and the fish will shut down very
quickly.

This is also a good couple of
months to chase luderick with the
nor'easters usually providing a
good wash. | like to fish the after-
noons and find the fish will bite
more aggressively as the shadows
of the cliffs come over the rocks.
Once it starts getting to dusk,
throw in a some bread burley and
fish with pillie cubes and tails or
peeled prawns for bream as they
will be active at this time, so a nice
mixed bag can be the result. You
will be surprised that a lot of
bream will be caught within 5m of
the rock edge at this time feeding
under the cover of the wash and
shadows. | have attached a pic-
ture of a spot | fish at south West
Rocks where | caught 9 bream out
of one small hole.

A few places

worth a throw

for the luderick

are Mahon

Pool, the stake

at Nth Marou-

bra, Little and

big Greeney at

Sth Maroubra,

and the Bless-

ings. Under

Waverley

Cemetary is

also a good

spot. The

Northern end of

Malabar also

has some good

spots such as

The Blowhole (also known as the boil-
ers), The Wreck and Yellow Rock. All
these spots can become dangerous
S0 use caution and wear the correct
footwear like rock plates (not

Rock booties).

The various deep water points
will see bonito showing up, as
well as the kings for the live
bait and spinmen. first light to
about 3hrs after sunup is best
although some spots will pro-
duce fish all day. In February,
you will also see frigate mack-
eral added to the list.

Finally, if you have limited

time, do what | do and go

squidding for an hour or so at

first or last light, it's great fun and
good tucker, plus it doesn't take a lot
of effort and fits in with the other ac-
tivities we do - especially for those of
us that have young kids!

Merry Christmas and Happy New
Year from Budda

BEACH / ROCKS
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Early Season Mulloway - Mitch Kosyfas

Having travelled around in search of
mainly fresh water species, fishing

“In one of the mostthe local waterways made for a re-

. . xed, non suit case trip. This trip
_amazm_g ) SEsslons 0 oincidently fell on what is tradition-
jewie fishing | have ex-ally thought of as the start to the bay

perienced; rods buckledmulloway season.

drags screamed, excite- :
Late spring and early summer are

ment and a!’ltICIpatlon aIlthe better times to chase these
happened simultaneouslyeronze bruisers before they are hit
In a session that achard by the summer holiday brigade.

The stocking program has been so
counted for 11 munowaysuccessful that word has definitely

(most released) WE WETGotten out to the masses that primar-
euphoric ! “ ily juvenile jewies are hot to munch
on a variety of baits through the

summer.

Mulloway traditionally are caught on
live, flesh and squid bait. There are
many reports of the good old oci leg
accounting for some larger species.

These days we do most of our fish-
ing with lures and have been keen to
add the mulloway to our lure cap-
tures. In this trip Stan, Marinos and |
prospected around likely holding
places for our target ( read bridges) .
We threw plastics of varying sizes
and weights in the late afternoon and
seemed to go through endless flat-
ties before the dark became very
black, then suddenly the stink
started. In one of the most amazing
sessions of jewie fishing | have ex-
perienced; rods buckled, drags
screamed, excitement and anticipa-
tion all happened simultaneously. In
a session that accounted for 11 mul-
loway (most released) we were
euphoric !

It wasn't until the bite had stopped
that the immensity of the session
was realised. The largest fish weigh-
ing just under 10kg and there were a
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lot of estimated 3-5kg fish in the mix.

Samples of scales and frames were collected for our ongo-
ing commitment with the University of NSW—Mulloway Pro-
ject. This started some years ago and the information is
helping manage the wild and stocked fishery. It is hoped that
the information will be very beneficial to future generations of
anglers with this apex predator becoming a pinnacle capture
for a lot of rec guys. It is also becoming apparent that the
size and bag limits will have to be reviewed as part of this
management.

From a fisherman's trivial pursuit perspective, the mulloway
also known as the “Jewel” or Jew Fish was given that name
because of the enlarged otoliths or ‘ear bones’ it posses
which are often collected for jewellery items.

As to the gear we used it was all top of the line, nothing but the best for the
stink, Shimano Stella’s and Daiwa Morthan Branzino’s matched — or mis-
matched to Loomis and Daiwa Chilli Dogs, all over 8ft and the reels carrying
15-20 Ib braid, these mulloway deserved the best. Plastics between 3 and 4
inches long, paddle or split tails is did not matter, what mattered was getting
the lure on its nose!.
Tight Lines
Mitch

RdPdld

rapala.com
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Glenbawn 2011 - Annual Ethnic Classic

After SSAFA gave me my
first taste of Lake Glenbawn
late in 2010 | knew it was
going to become more than
just a once off visit, but
never did | suspect this
freshwater caper would
consume any of pre-season
marlin fishing preparation or
my assault on the inshore
k i n g f i s h

After my September
2010 trip with the club | de-
cided to shoot back to the
lake a few months later in
December. Stan and Jm
said this was the time to hit
the lake for some serious
numbers of bass and they
weren't wrong. Four of us
nailed over 150 fish in 2
days fishing! The fish would
hit anything you threw at
them and we had a ball -
the Bass ltch was officially
scratched for 2010 !

After chewing the fat about our amazing
trip over the coming months at Fish Ther-
apy, it seemed to gain the interest of a
few of the shops regulars. It didn't take
much arm twisting and within a blink of
an eye we had 7 boats and 15 anglers
who committed to the trip which | once
again scheduled for the first week of De-
c e m b e r

Finally trip time rolled around and all
boats met at Fish Therapy in the wee
hours of Friday morning for a nice cup of
coffee and a last minute stock up of sup-
plies. New jackalls were purchased along
with spinner baits and some soft plastics.
| also made sure to let some of our not
so experienced anglers know the advan-
tage of purchasing a lure retriever as $30
Jackalls seem to be a magnet for deep
timber. After we all finished our coffee's

we hit the road, aiming to get to Glen-
b awn by l unch.
We all arrived safely at the Lake, and
since our cabins were not quite ready
we decided to hit the water straight
up ! The wind was howling but we all
found some protected areas to get a
few casts in. The usual banks and
bays were unfortunately devoid of life,
and even though | was marking a
stack of fish mooching in and around
the deep timber and weed beds |
struggled to get them to even sniff a
lure - Not exactly what | was expecting
that's for sure. As the wind stiffened
and my patience began running out, |
finally hit a little weed bed which pro-
duced half a dozen fish for Michael
and |. After retreating to the cabins
and touching bases with the rest of the
group it seems this was the story of
the day. | was praying this wasn't go-
ing to be "One of those trips". A few
scotches and a solid meal raised all
our hopes for the morning session
which we thought could only be an
i m pr ovemen't

Boy was | wrong. The glassy calm
conditions and morning heat didn't
help at all. | think | ended up with 2 fish
from 2 bites for the morning and Mi-
chael didn't even get a bite. Back at
the cabin for lunch and it seems it was
once again slow for everyone. Steve
and Angelo once again topping the
scoring list with half a dozen for the
morning and some of our other boats
managing a few as well, though a few
did end the morning session with
zero's - Not happy Jan !

For the Saturday afternoon session |
had a new partner onboard. Spiro had
fished two complete sessions for a
couple of bites and still a bass virgin. |
instructed him to tie on a jackall and
demonstrated how to slow roll them
down the banks. At this stage all | had
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concluded was that the fish that were
prepared to eat were high on the banks,
and the deeper mooching fish in the
weed beds were not. | took Spiro to a
little bay that seemed to be relatively
consistent for afternoon session bites
and thankfully the bite came on Spiro's
Jackall which he converted into his first
ever Bass. After a few congratulations
and with Spiro's new found confidence
he stayed persistent with me all after-
noon trying to get a bite but we struggled
with the natural structure. Throwing our
hands in the air we decided it was time
to hit the wall. In the past I've found the
wall to be productive, but you usually
need to be the first one to hit it. As |
rounded the corner into the main basin It
was a pleasant site to see the wall with-
out a boat on it yet. We proceeded to set
up our course and it didn't take long for
my Jackall to come to a grinding halt
with a sizable Golden perch. We slowly
worked down the wall until Spiro de-
clares "I'm snagged" then the so called
snag slowly swims off the wall and starts
slugging it out in the deeper water. | as-
sumed it was another golden but when
46cm of bronze surfaced and was se-
cured in the net, it was high 5's all
around. Within the space of 4 hours
Spiro had caught his first, and set a PB
to be very proud of. We proceeded down
the wall and picked up another couple of
fish before calling it a day. Word back at
cabins were a few fish were taken and
we literally had only 1 Angler left who
had not caught a fish yet. After the pork
spare rib entree, the 750gram T-bone
with veggies and some BBQed Corn, we
wrapped it up in preparation for comp

a y

| had created a little comp for the Sun-
day morning, which was named the Eth-
nic Bass Classic as we had a few differ-
ent nationalities involved. The aim of the
game was each team needed brining
back their longest two bass by 12 noon.

The comp kicked off at 7am and expec-
tations were low as the morning bite was
nothing special on the Saturday. | was
pleasantly surprised when | came up
tight within 15 minutes to a nice bass
that I'd be happy to have as part of my
bag. Unfortunately for Michael and my-
self this was the only fish we saw. We
tried plastics, we tried blades, we tried
Jackalls and spinnerbaits but the way we
were heading we'd struggle to catch a
cold. At the comps end we had team
consistent with Steve and Angelo taking
out the honours with length of 72cms.
Jackalls were the order of the day which
accounted for most of the fish; awesome
bibles minnows. Alex who was the an-
gler that hadn't caught a fish managed to
land his one and only fish on the first
cast of the day - exactly where Spiro had
nailed his big bass the day before.

All in all it was an enjoyable trip with ex-
cellent weather (maybe a little too
good) and unfortunately poor bass fish-
ing. No real fluctuations of barometric
pressure and gentle southerlies didn't
help the fishing, but the trip has at least
caught the attention of all the first timers
who joined us, and have already pre-
committed to next years event. If anyone
would like to join us in next December’s
event, shoot me an email
(arexfour@hotmail.com) and | can in-
clude you in the email list when organi-
sation begins.

Me on the other hand (and a few
others) have an ltch that has not
been scratched and another Glen-
bawn trip is going to be scheduled
within the next two months hopefully
with some nastier weather and bet-
t er f i s hing

I think Arnie said it once and lll say it
again - Glenbawn, I'll be back !

Chris
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SE plays crucial role in marine
stocking

Updated December 07, 2011 08:20:31

The Department of Primary Industries says estuaries on the New South
Wales far south coast are ideal for the state's first ever marine fish
stocking program.

Seven species including prawn and flathead are expected be released
in 80 waterways across the state, with 17 of the designated estuaries
south of the Clyde River.

The program was first discussed in 2003 and a trial was undertaken
several years ago, with research near Merimbula.

The Department's Fisheries Manager for Marine Stocking, Sarah Boyd,
says the region's topography is well suited.

"The far south coast is actually a really suitable area because of all of your ICOLSs, so your lakes and lagoons
that open and close to the sea sporadically,” she said.

"Wallagoot Lake, near Merimbula, and Back Lake, were in our trial research with Eastern King Prawns at the
University of New South Wales.

"We had really good results from those lakes."

Ms Boyd says it is a project the state has never seen before.

"New South Wales Fisheries have been stocking freshwater for about 50 years, and they stock 6 000 000 fish
annually right throughout inland waters in New South Wales," she said.

"But currently, there is no marine fish stocking program in New South Wales, or even really in Australia.
"We're now in a position where we've got the technology and the ability, and there's also a bit of a need.”

An Environmental Impact Statement has been released about the plans, and the Department says it is seek-
ing responses from the public.

For more, go to the South East News Blog
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Robotic eyes in the sky trial to nab illegal fisher s

Tourism, Manufacturing and Small Business Minister Jan Jarratt has unveiled plans to trial unmanned aircraft
to catch illegal fishing vessels in waters off Queensland.

Ms Jarratt said the Department of Employment, Economic Development and Innovation has commissioned
Brisbane-based Insitu Pacific Pty Ltd to conduct a series of trials to test the technology's use in a number of
applications.

"The main objective is to test if the Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS) is safer, more efficient and effective
than manned aircraft,” she said.

"With monitoring illegal fishing and trawling, UAS have a big advantage because they can stay in the sky for
much longer and at altitudes that ensure low noise and an element of stealth, meaning their ability to catch
people doing illegal fishing and trawling is much greater."

"The nature of the trials would require the ScanEagle UAS to fly at between 2,000 and 3,000 feet for up to 12
hours, during both day and night flights."

Insitu Pacific will trial the technology using the company's ScanEagle UAS, and Ms Jarratt said the UAS could
be in the air as soon as January 2012.

"The unmanned aircraft will need to be able to demonstrate an ability to detect and record details sufficient to
warrant police charges being laid and, ultimately, successful convictions," she said.

"As part of the trial, Insitu would investigate the cost and logistical effectiveness of using UAS in monitoring
invasive weed infestations, demonstrating that the UAS has many potential applications, especially in remote
parts of Queensland.

"For example, the aircraft could be trialled to monitor and detect the spread of the extremely invasive Siam
weed which was first detected in North Queensland in 1994.

"Siam weed has a phenomenal growth rate, making it a real nightmare to control.

"Early detection and eradication are vital as a single plant can produce more than 80,000 seeds a year. To
make matters worse, the seeds can survive in soil for up to seven years, so complete eradication means a
long period of sustained monitoring.

"The UAS trial has an added and extremely important, dimension. The big issue with using manned aircraft is
the risk to human safety in undertaking what the industry terms 'dull, dirty and dangerous' missions. If we can
avoid people getting hurt by using UAS, then of course they are worth deploying in these types of projects."
Ms Jarratt said the trial was being run in conjunction with Fisheries Queensland and Biosecurity Queensland.
Insitu Pacific Managing Director Andrew Duggan said the company was excited at the opportunity to work
closely with the Bligh Government to develop potential roles for UAS in Queensland skies.

"It's great to be involved in investigating the potential uses and application of UAS for commercial roles," Mr
Duggan said.

"Trials will go a long way to advancing the future use of UAS in commercial airspace, not just in Queensland
but globally, with Queensland-based UAS companies well positioned to take advantage of market growth.
"The trials will enable us to determine both the operational effectiveness of UAS in fisheries monitoring and
biosecurity roles as well as ensuring that operating the system in commercial airspace can be done safely
and effectively without increasing risks to manned aircraft."

Minister Jarratt said Queensland was home to more than one-third of the UAS market in Australia and the
State was considered a world leader in UAS research and development.

Although UAS are used extensively in the defence arena, scientists, engineers and leading aerospace com-
panies are increasingly looking at their potential for civilian use.

Insitu Pacific is a Brisbane-based Boeing subsidiary offering a full range of UAS services including opera-
tions, training, payload design and manufacturing, as well as providing UAS support to Australian forces de-
ployed in Afghanistan.

** The trials are subject to CASA approval

MEDIA CONTACT: Minister Jarratt's Office - 0407 890 389
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some quandary that is just not on
offer in the Sydney region.

Leaving the club with boat in tow at
5am is much akin to being a kid on
Christmas Eve. 8 hours of talking up
what could be, triple J on the radio
and the opportunity to trash talk the
opposition is the epitome of fun. We
have our designated rest points on
the way for necessary food, and
these things just add to the charm of
the trip. Whilst on that topic, | cannot
speak any higher of ‘The Quarter-
deck’ at Narooma. If you haven't
been there before, do yourself a fa-
vour next time you head south. The
coffee is ‘A-1’, they have the best

This is my first attempt at

contributing to the SSAFA

newsletter and | thought it

was worthwhile sharing the

experience of a recent trip to

Mallacoota with Jim ‘Mitch’

Kosyfas. A group of us have

been making the southern

journey for a number of

years now to the Mexican

waterway known as Malla-

coota. For the uninitiated this

is an 8 hour journey from the

club or 10 hours if you live in

Newcastle (me!). eggs benedict on the east coast and
the fact you are sitting on a wharf
above the Narooma tidal flat is defi-

The anticipation leading up nitely a highlight of the trip.

to a Mallacoota trip is hard to

describe. The untouched wa-  Now, enough about travel and eating

terways down there, the lazy - onto the fishing...

pace of the sleepy town, plus

bream the size of hubcaps We did not have a killer trip in No-
that you can sight cast too, vember on account that the bream

makes you salivate. The long  had not moved down the river into

drive is well worth it because  the lake. We certainly did find fish

of the opportunity to disen- but not in the numbers we were ac-
gage from the rat race and also hunt customed to. There was a lot of valu-
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able prospecting especially when we found genuine kilo
plus bream in a mud mark or on a snag, fire off a Gulp
Camo worm and then pull up tight on a Black or Yellowfin
bream. We actually caught more Yellowfin than Black
bream this trip - testimony that the Black Bream still had not
all come down from the rivers post-spawn.

Attached are a few pictures of the bream that were caught.
Most were on SPs although a couple did fall to well-
presented hard bodies. | must confess that Mitch’s fish were
bigger than they appear in the photos. You can blame me
for not directing the shot to the best of my ability.

Given the slower bream fishing we did decide to have a
designated flathead session on our last day. Partly because
of the numbers of big lizards we saw, and partly to sledge
some arrogant Victorians we clashed with at the boat ramp.
They were there purely to catch flathead and we decided to
show them that it's not rocket science to capture a lizard on
a lure. We gave ourselves a 2 hour window to catch as
many flathead as possible. | decided that the winner would
be determined by greatest aggregate of fish rather than total
length or weight as the effort required to measure each fish
would surely result in puncture wounds. This decision is one
that | would rue as whilst the majority of fish were in the
40cm to 50cm range, | did manage a very fat 78cm model
that went 4.1kg and was the flathead of the trip. Unfortu-
nately, despite the size, this still only added one to my tally
for the session. Mitch took the honours with 20 flathead and
I managed 15 crocs all in all 35 flathead in 2 hours is not a
bad effort and gave us bragging rights over the Mexicans.

We already have the next trip pencilled in and | strongly rec-
ommend this trip to any bream lure fanatics. The national
park surrounding the Mallacoota lakes is well appointed with
plenty of wharves/picnic areas and an abundance of wild-
life. Do yourself a favour and seriously look into the long
drive south. You won't be disappointed. We stayed at the
Mallacoota Log Cabins for the last 2 trips. These are mod-
estly priced and a short walk into town for a feed at the pub
or grocery store for supplies.

Tight Lines - James
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MERRY CHRISTMAS AND
A SAFE AND HAPPY NEW YEAR

from the
NEWSLETTER TEAM




