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Hibernation or Hysteria!!! 

Winter brings a notable change on the water. The kids are playing their school and 
weekend sports, a lot of the older anglers avoid the cold, the casual weekend warri-
ors seem to be always busy for a fish and then there is the die hards!! The recrea-
tional angler that understands what this period of general hibernation means. For 
some it’s the quest of barrels & nuggets, for others it is the XOS kingfish found near 
the inshore reefs, for the dinner plate brigade it is the colour red that they see, for the 
adrenaline light line junkies, they chase the diving gulls and wash and for some it is 
the big bronze stink. And finally for some it is a time to hit the sweet water while the 
snakes hibernate 

This is a great time of the year to brave the elements, just read the cracking fishing 
reports, they personify what can be caught this time of year. The pictures alone are 
worth a browse. Stock up on tackle, watch the weather, talk to the guys in the know 
and safely bag that fish of a lifetime as Silvo did with that  incredible broadbill. Con-
gratulations mate.   Screaming drags - Dr Steve 
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South Sydney Calendar 2011 



 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
The AGM will be held at the clubhouse on Wednesday 3rd August 2011 – commencing at 8pm. All positions 
on the Committee are open for nomination i.e. 6 Office bearers including President, Secretary, Treasurer, Re-
corder, ANSA delegate, FCA delegate and 4 non executive Committee members. If you wish to nominate 
yourself or a fellow club member for any of these positions then please submit your nomination in writing to 
Joe Garufi no later than Wednesday 27 July 2011 – 7 days prior to the AGM. The nomination must be signed 
by the nominee as well as 2 financial club members. All members are encouraged to stand for the Committee 
as new blood at the helm and fresh ideas are always welcomed. A nomination form is attached. 
 
GENERAL NOTICES 
 
MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS 
It’s that time of year when we need to dig into our pockets and pay membership fees. Club and affiliated 
ANSA and FCA Fees are due on 1 July 2011 and must be paid promptly to ensure that your benefits of mem-
bership are preserved. If you are not financial you run the risk of missing out on competition participation and 
possible claims for records etc and very importantly you are not insured under the NSW Sporting Injuries In-
surance Scheme. So do yourself and the club a favour and pay your fees promptly. 
 
The Committee has decided to hold membership fees at last year’s level. Fees for ANSA membership have 
slightly increased. FCA membership fees have not changed. An SSAFA membership form is attached. 
 
Please ensure that all details are completed before the form is returned to the club. If you have any queries 
concerning membership fees then contact John Burgess on 93113200. 
 
Your Membership: - 
 
On rejoining, you will have until the end of AUGUST 2011 to become financial. If you are not financial after 
August 2011 the below mentioned rules will apply. 
You may not weigh any fish for the club open boards, ladies or juniors. 
You may not weigh any fish for the club boat points. (saltwater or freshwater) 
You may not claim a club masters record. 
You may not claim ANY ANSA records. 
You may not claim ANY FCA records. 
You will NO LONGER receive a Club Newsletter. 
 
BOAT STORAGE / CLUB HOUSE HIRE FEES  
 
Boat storage fees are $350 per annum per boat as from 1 July 2011. Boat owners are reminded that it is still 
their responsibility to mow the lawn under their boats and to keep the area tidy. Boat storage fees must be 
paid before 31 July 2011 otherwise there is a prospect your spot will be allocated to another boat owner. 
 
The club house is still available for hire by members at the discretion of the Committee. Club house hire fees 
will remain at $125 per function which includes a $50 refundable deposit. In respect of club house hiring by 
friends and family of Club members (at the discretion of the Committee) the hiring fee will remain at $175 per 
function which includes a $75 refundable deposit. Booking inquiries to be directed to John Burgess on 
93113200. 
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NOMINATION FORM 2010 
 

I     of     (Address). 
 
Do hereby nominate 
 
Of             . 
 
For a position on the South Sydney Amateur Fishing Association Committee. 
 
I     of     (Address). 
 
Second the above nomination. 
 
I     accept the above nomination. 
 
��������	�


 
Proposer:       Date: 
 
 
Seconder:       Date: 
 
 
Nominee:       Date: 
 

 

Submit completed nomination form to the SSAFA Secretary PO Box 328 Matraville NSW 2036 or email 
jgred@bigpond.com no later than 27 July 2011. 

 
 
Circle position nominating for: 
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 

SOUTH SYDNEY AMATEUR FISHING 
ASSOCIATION INC 
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DPI NEWS 

Winter trout closure in place from June 14 
The June long weekend will be the last chance for fishers to snag a trout in designated 
streams and rivers across NSW, as the fishing season closes in these waters over winter.  
 
NSW Department of Primary Industries (NSW DPI), Senior Fisheries Manager, Cameron 
Westaway, said the annual closure starts on Tuesday 14 June and will re-open in time for 
the October long weekend on Saturday 1 October 2011.  
 
“This closure allows brown, rainbow and brook trout to breed uninterrupted during their an-
nual spawning run, while also allowing trout fishers to fish during both the June and October 
long weekends,” Mr Westaway said.  “The good rain we had over summer and more re-
cently has provided excellent conditions for the trout breeding season. “Spawning trout re-
quire good flows of cold running water plus gravels beds so the increased flows should help 
enhance fish stocks.” Mr Westaway said that fishers can continue fishing for trout during the 
annual closure without breaking the rules at one of the trout dams across the State which 
have been stocked as part of NSW DPI’s fish stocking program.  

 
“Popular winter fishing spots include Lakes Jindabyne and Eucumbene, Oberon Dam near Bathurst, Tantangara and 
Talbingo Dams near Tumut, and Lake Wallace and Thompson’s Creek Dam near Lithgow,” Mr Westaway said.  
 
“Fishers heading to one of the trout dams are reminded that they are required to have a current NSW recreational fishing 
licence on them at all times while fishing.”  
 
Mr Westaway also reminded anglers that as of 1 June Australian bass and estuary perch cannot be taken in rivers 
and estuaries in NSW until Wednesday 31 August, except in impoundments and in rivers above impoundments.  
 
“Both Australian bass and estuary perch form schools and migrate to parts of estuaries with the correct salinity to trigger 
spawning,” Mr Westaway said.  
   
“The zero bag limit currently in place for Australian bass and estuary perch is designed to protect these important recrea-
tional species while they spawn.  
 
“Australian bass or estuary perch caught in rivers must be immediately returned to the water with the least possible 
harm.”  
 
NSW DPI, Fisheries Special Operations Manager, Tony Andrews, said the three month ban on taking of Australian bass 
and estuary perch did not close waters to fishing and would not affect anglers fishing for other estuary species such as 
bream or flathead.  
 
“Fisheries officers will be patrolling the State’s waterways to ensure that fishers are following the rules and not interfering 
with these fishing regulations,” Mr Andrews said.  
 
“People found fishing in notified trout waters during the closed season or 
anyone found not to be complying with the zero bag limit for Australian bass 
or estuary perch can be issued with an on spot penalty of $500.”  
 
Detailed information on the fishing rules can be found on the NSW DPI web-
site www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/fisheries, or in the 2011 NSW Freshwater Fishing 
Guide which is available from NSW DPI offices and most bait and tackle 
stores.  
 
Media contact: Alyssa Fitzgerald on (02) 6391 3686 or 0459 141 561  
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FISHING FUNNIES 

Could this be the bait our 
el—presedente is waiting 
for !!!! 
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NEW CALEDONIA Part 5 - Stan Konstantaras 

Popper Bashing New Caledonia 
 
Back last week from 6 days fishing in New Caledonia with Jim and Marinos and our guide Etienne, 
the weather was a bit more favourable but the mocha followed me over from Australia I am afraid. 
 
Plan was 2 days GT fishing on the big island and then hop onto an internal flight and hit Ouvea Is in the 
North for 4 days of flats fishing with light tackle and fly for GT and try for Bones and just about anything that 
cruised the shallows. 
 
Day one starts out on the reef with us losing 10 fish in a row from pulled hooks and missed strikes. There is 
nothing more heartbreaking than having hooks pull with fish under the boat in plain sight, fish just about to be 
traced or pulling hooks after 15 minutes into a fight. One screamer of a fish followed Mitch's stickbait, took a 
swipe at it and then swan over and ambushed my popper. I have never had a fish run more than 20 meters 
on PE12, but this pig ran 50 meters on its first run and just as we were leading it into deeper water hooks 
pull. How do 10/0 trebles miss their mark. Another 40kg plus fish on 170lb goes MIA. We all loose fish like 
there is no tommorrow. 
Day 2 and the hooks start sticking but now we are getting busted up on strikes and on coral bommies as the 
GT find very clever ways of running the braid over the coral, smart buggers.  
 
2 days GT fishing done and dusted, we pack our bags, pack our gear, shower, shave and sit back with a 
drink for a 6pm pickup for a night in Noumea and a meal at the premier seafood restaurant in New Cal. We 
were due to fly out at 8am the next day and start a new adventure on Ouvea when Etienne returns with some 
bad news. Our host and guide on Ouvea, Joffrey is very ill, a helicopter may be needed to fly him to the 
mainland, at best a plane the next day. Sh*te!!! what next. All accommodation in Nekweta and Ouano Surf 
camps are full ( school holidays). We manage to find 3 beds in the village and ponder our plans for the next 
few days as we cancel hotels, flights and restaurant bookings. 
 
The rub here is that we had fly rods, new light tackle rods / reels, flies, light , boxes of smaller lures and plas-
tics and a mile of other stuff that we packed at the expense of our regular GT tackle. 1 tackle bag of lures for 
GT instead of 3, 2 rods instead of 5 etc. 
 
In the end most of our gear was brought home without touching water as we stayed on the mainland and 
fished for a few more days after the crowds left Nekweta and Ouano Surf Camps...not that it was a problem. 
Huge meals, huge pints of 1664, huge laughs and huge sledges were the order of the day. Huge GT, coral 
trout and huge bustoffs were the norm. 
 
The guys worked their butts off to fit us in, I mean no bookings, shuffling the decks and keeping us happy 
was a hard task taken all in their stride - well done to the guides and hosts.  
 
How can you get sick of catching GT's and sharing a laugh and the hospitality of Serge / Maree and Manu / 
Stephanie whose main goal in life is to feed you until you burst. 
 
Maybe next time as all was not lost and our trip would be the trip of a lifetime for most blokes, but Ouvea 
looked amazing and we have a date with her next March..... 
 
One final thing I learned, if Serge asks if you want a big steak, say medium, never go the big as he will see 
this as a challenge and bury you...... 
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BLUE WATER SCENE—Chris Anagnostou 

 
Well, Unfortunatley the winter offshore fishing has not been 
what I was expecting. It seems the marlin stuck around for 
an extra month, and the Tuna have yet to really make an ap-
pearance. 
  
The waters of Sydney remained quite warm through out May, 
and not surprisingly more people crossed paths with stray 
marlin that their target quarry the yellowfin tuna. It seems a 
few  club members managed to cross paths with some rather 
large specimens in the 50-60kg range, with reports of similar 
sized fish lost to pulled hooks or leader wear.  
  
The Canberra Yellowfin tournament was run and won, but 
unfortunately it seems the tournament on the whole was a bit 

quiet. Day 1 was called off due to the weather, But the boats made up for it on the Sunday and Monday with 
some reasonable numbers of small yellowfin, a rather large tiger shark captured, a spearfish tagged, a couple 
of marlin encountered and 1 weighed. South Sydney was reasonably well represented during the tourna-
ment, though our stand outs were the father son team of Steve and Alexander onboard "TriCat" 
who managed to find a nice Striped Marlin of 112.2Kg for their angler Les Waldock. If this particular striped 
marlin was wearing a tag on its beak it would have won the rare division of "Most Humans tagged by a Mar-
lin" category, but it wasn't to be ! 
  
Below is a wrap up of results : 
  
Capture categories :   
Heaviest Yellowfin Tuna 26.6kg on 15kg .. Joshua Hay 
“Impulsive”  
Next heaviest Yellowfin Tuna : senior male 25.8kg on 
15kg .. Chris Schreurs “Ungry”  
Most meritorious Yellowfin Tuna 26.6kg on 15kg : 1061.34 
pts Joshua Hay   
Heaviest Marlin 112.2kg on 24kg .. Les Waldock “Tri-Kat”  
Heaviest Shark 489kg on 24kg .. Iain Houlford “Reel Game”  
Heaviest Other Game Fish Spearfish 33.4kg on 15kg .. 
Josh Smith “Kempy”  
Tag & Release categories  
Most Yellowfin by senior male Darren Townsend “A-Salt Weapon” .. 2 on CB  
Most Yellowfin by senior female Gayle Banfield “Devocean” .. 1 on CB  
Most Yellowfin by junior Nicholas Mance “ Mid Life Crisis”.. 1  
Most Striped Tuna by junior Joshua Hay “Impulsive” .. 7  
Most Striped Tuna by small fry Cooper Mills “ Straitout” ..7  
Team with most Yellowfin “A-Sal Weapon” .. 4 on CB  
Team with 2nd most Yellowfin Tuna “Serial Pest” .. 3 on CB  
Highest point scoring angler Geoff McMahon ..10,000 points  
Highest point scoring angler day 2 Geoff McMahon ..10,000 points  
Highest point scoring angler day 3 George Aquilera .. 10,000 points   
Shortly after the Canberra tournament, we had the Batemens bay tournament which unfortunatley was rather 
quiet as well, the bad weather played a major roll in the lack of Tags and captures, and a few hard luck sto-
ries from some of the teams involved.  No Yellowfin were Tagged.  
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BLUE WATER SCENE—Chris Anagnostou 

Results Below : 
  
Capture   
 
Heaviest Yellowfin   
Sam Hay on Impulsive, 51.7kg  
Runner up Heaviest Yellowfin   
Wayne Turner on Angie 2, 40.5kg  
 
Tag & Release   
 
Highest scoring smallfry   
Willis Purvis, 1 Albacore  
Highest scoring junior   
Zoe O'connor on Opportunatee 3 Alba-
core  
Highest Scoring Senior   
Zoe O'connor on Opportunatee who was 
also entered up in the senior class. 3 Al-
bacore  
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After confirmed reports of some solid yellowfin taken wide of Syd-
ney on Friday the 24th of June I had no choice but to spend the next 
few days out there giving them a crack. Saturday being the first 
good weather weekend for 4 weeks got every bluewater angler out 
there for a look to see if these tuna had really tuned up, and the 
tuna didn't disappoint ! 
  
Saturday proved to be a struggle for Angelo, and myself, and with 
radio chatter alive with people hooking Yellowfin and Albacore it be-
came quite frustrating. Numerous fish were taken Saturday ranging 
from school fish of 3-4 kilo's right up to 40-50kg models taken whilst 
cubing. it seems most people ended up with a couple of fish on the deck, and some lucky ones ended up with 
Yellowfin  over 70kg - a fish of a lifetime ! We unfortunately managed to snag one Albacore late in the eve-
ning and went home with our tails between our legs. I would have revenge tomorrow. Speaking of "fish of life-
time" Club member Silvestro Serveri managed to pull it off on Saturday night without even breaking a sweat. 
After speaking to Silvo on friday evening he made it clear his intentions were to come out Saturday afternoon, 
have a cube around the mountain for a Yellowfin then drop some baits down for that elusive king of the ocean 
- The broadbill swordfish. I assured him it was going to be a mission, and there was going to be many sleep-
less nights and frustration with sharks but the result would be worth it. Conditions glassed out Saturday eve-
ning so we bid Silvo farewell and good luck on the radio, and told him we'd touch bases when we got I the 
next morning.  
  
12.10am I get a phone call from Silvo who's absolutely scream-
ing down the phone that he's just coming into port to weigh his 
swordfish ! I was gobsmacked and so excited at the same time, I 
could not for the life of me fathom that Silvo had nailed the holy 
grail of the blue water angler within the first 3 hours of the first 
attempt ! The fish pulled the scales down to 59.2kg and is an 
amazing accomplishment for both angler and vessel - Congratu-
lations to all involved ! 
  
With Silvo's fish fresh in my mind we headed though the heads 
Sunday morning aboard "Josh". We had an easy run to the shelf 
and arrived at browns right on daybreak. It was the earliest we've 
ever been out but anticipation was high. We immediately set a 
spread and a course slightly S/E of the mountain. It took all of 7 
minutes for the long rigger to crack off and we were on, not quite 
the target quarry but a agro little striped marlin of 70kg, we could-
n't have asked for a better start to the day and 40 minutes later it 
was released to figh another day. We reset the spread and be-
gan to troll again. The morning proved quiet for most of the part, 
but around lunch time the radio became alive with chatter, those 
cubing had fish up, and the reports of yellowfin started coming 
though. It seems the bite continued into the evening and boats 
managed to catch fish between 10-50kg with some losing battles with much larger fish as well. Steve and 
Alexander managed to find a sizable yellowfin, and also a rather large Dolphin fish as well as some albacore. 
Manny Kandros also found the yellowfin and albacore and we ended up with a Dozen albacore and a small 
fin.  



Monday proved quiet on the mountain but news from down south started filtering through. It seems the bluefin 
tuna have made a grand entrance at Bermagui, with boats reporting numerous captures and tagging of fish 
upto 100kg. The sheer volume of fish that have made an appearance down there is mind blowing, boat re-
porting over 70 tag and releases of fish in one day of fish up to 70kg. Locals are claiming this is the best bite 
they've seen in over 30 years with boats catching 50kg bluefin as if they were catching yakka's at the local 
wharf.  
  
Hopefully the recreational fleet respect this resource and limit their catch, rather than catch their limit, as there 
is nothing worse than seeing a boat come in at the end of the day with 8 x 50kg bluefin that have been sitting 
baking on the deck for the last 8 hours. We are doing the recreational fishing community a huge disrespect by 
not looking after our catch. Bleed your fish immediately and ice it down, if possible dress it and fill the cavity 
with ice blocks. After all the effort we as fishermen put into obtaining our catch, the last thing we want is sub-
standard quality flesh, especially at the price these fish obtain at the markets. 
  
With reports filtering through today with Bluefin all the way up to Wollongong no doubt they'll be making an 
appearance off Sydney at any moment. I for one cannot wait, so a trip to Bermi has been arranged for this 
friday to see if we can find some of these monsters. Once a feed is obtained I'll be forced to get out the pop-
ping rod to have a crack at these magnificent fish on a popper !  
  
Now is the time to get amongst them guys, so dust off the game gear and get those Tiagra's screaming ! 
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BLUE WATER SCENE—Chris Anagnostou 

LATE BREAKING NEWS!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 
Thursday afternoon couldn't come around fast enough. Lures 
were rigged, new doubles were tied on all the outfits and all the 
line rollers were checked. A final check confirmed the weather 
down at Bermi would be ideal.  After a long haul Thursday evening 
with some minor car issues we arrived at the caravan park at mid-
night. No reports filtered through from Thursday so we were abit 
anxious that we missed the bite, but some pleasant SMS's 
greeted me when I woke confirming the fish though not as plentiful 
were still about.  
  
The run out to the grounds were good and within 2 hours of troll-
ing it happened ! Peter had nailed our first Southern bluefin for the 
trip - Mission accomplished!, Now the mission was to get every-
one onto one. Reports of fish to the north and to the south had us 
confused as to which area to concentrate on, but after a few boats 
suggesting to make the trip up north we pull in the lures and ran. 

On arrival we were 
pretty amazed at what 
we saw. A fleet of 35 
odd boats all within a 1km radius ALL hooked up to tuna. We 
immediately added our own cubes to the mix and within mo-
ments we had a double hook up on 35kg fish. The bite tapered 
as more and more fish were plucked till it eventually shut down. 
Most boats left though we stuck around in hope they would re-
appear just before dark, and they did ! We added a few more 
fish to the tally for the day and called it quits. A great day on the 
water, with a new species added to my capture list as well as 
Kilo's of some of the best Sashimi I've ever tasted. The gamble 
paid off in a big way, and though it was a very intense 24 hours 
we managed to pull it off. Unfortunately the bite died completely 
on Saturday with a dozen or so fish between the entire fleet. It 
seems we literally made it just in the nick of time - fingers 
crossed their on they way up to Sydney. 
  
I also received 
a call 
from Ritchie 
on 

"Dreamcatcher" who informed me that his deep set bait 
while fishing for yellowfin off jervis bay had paid dividends 
in a big way - Yep another Broadbill Swordfish ! Once 
Ritchie adds a Spearfish to his tally he would have caught 
all species of billfish that call Australia home.   
    Cheers Chris  
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Winter is well and truly here as I write this, though the fish don’t seem to mind.  Sydney harbour is holding up 
it’s reputation with some great opportunities to be found by those prepared to get out of that warm bed and 
brave the cold mornings. With the water temps cooling to 16.5deg in the harbour proper the search for the 
warm water to 19 deg can be found near the heads.  
 
In the last weeks of May I have been enjoying a solid 
kingfish bite in the harbour landing three to five fish in 
a couple of hours before the tide turned and the bite 
shutdown, try small soft plastics like the three inch 
minnows and wrigglers, though a TT ghost blade has 
been their undoing on more than one occasion. They 
will certainly let you know they are hooked on the 
bream tackle I have being using. Having tried the 
heavy drag and hard rod work and having lost a few to 
runs back under the marinas I am now singing the vir-
tues of no rod work and slow moving away from the 
structure on the electric before giving it a good go. 
Most have been right on the legal length of 65cm, with 
a couple up to 70cm, some monsters around the 1 me-
tre mark have been spotted in the schools close to the 
walls and markers west of the bridge, although with the heavy rains they may have migrated closer to the 
headlands.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The mighty bream have been a consistent catch, try 
around the boat moorings and deeper edges, up the jig-
head weights to suit the depths and current being fished, I 
love the 1/24ths for under 15ft but have been using the 
1/12ths and even 1/8ths of late when targeting the deeper 
moorings in the 20-30ft range. If you are getting lots of hits 
but no hookups try a stinger hook in the rear of the lure, 
use a small no14 treble attached to the eye of the jighead 
by a short length of fluorocarbon.  These can be fiddly and 
may need to be pre tied prior to the fishing trip.  The 2 
inch berkley prawns are great for this technique due to their stiffness and the whiting catch should increase as 
well. 
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ESTUARY SCENE –Brad Biddleston 
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ESTUARY SCENE –Brad Biddleston 

 
 
 
 
Keep an eye out for those pesky jackets getting in 
on the mix, a recent trip last weekend ended up with 
a good bag of 6 jackets of solid size and amazingly 
a very diversified mix of species came on board. 
They were caught on a blade in 30 feet of water but 
the majority fell to a soft plastic 2 inch prawn on 
1/12th jig head  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Schools of salmon are in abundant numbers in the harbour, keep your eyes open for the tell tail surface boils, 
small plastics less than 3 inch will be their weakness. When you hook up, hold on, Salmon are recognised as 
a line burning sportfish for good reason, especially on the bream gear often required to deliver that 
‘meandering on buoyant’ lure into the fray.  Expect some good surface runs followed by a few deep lunges. 
Salmon are tasty and full of flavour so give them a whirl, great for fish cakes, awesome on the bbq with lemon 
and herbs or marinated in a thai chilli spice….ooh la laaaa!!!!.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Tight lines 

Brad Biddleston 



With most of the rivers closed to the popular bass, Estuary perch and Trout our focus changes to the en-
closed impoundments where these species can still be angled. In this 
report we head to the famous blue mountains, less than a couple of 
hours drive from Sydney and home to many popular freshwater spe-
cies. The pick of the impoundments is Lake Lyall, known for its trout 
and bass. It is also the destination of a popular ANSA convention. The 
fishing can be challenging because of the popularity of this lake and 
this makes it even more special when you capture your quarry.  I first 
fished Lyall about 20 years ago with some work colleagues. Nothing 
like those fly fishing gurus taking on a bait basher like me. Bait ac-
counted for near 20 trout and the fly rod donuted. I have been back on 
a number of occasions since and the lake has always been kind to my 
efforts. I do throw more lures at them in recent years but the fun is the 
same. There has been a problem of late with the massive explosion of 
goldfish schools, this is a real concern and some netting of these fish 
may be required, time to talk to DPI. 
 
Jim Kosyfas and James Mah snuck off for some quiet trout fishing at 
Lake Eucembene. After a fishless day on Friday they called El Presi-
dente for some advice and guidance. " Head out from the boat ramp, 
turn right and turn right and fish the submerged rocks" is all El Presi-
dente said and on Saturday they ended with 30 trout and Jim jumping 
off  his biggest Brown after 2 minutes, a true 10 pounder. A good time to head to the mountains....       
Cheers Dr Steve 
 
 
 
The annual SMD Blackfish Comp saw an early start for the SSAFA boys and girls that were fishing. It was 
lines in at 6am, but burley had to be made and lines threaded and waited so no time to waste. 
 
Ben, Alyce and I were based on a local wharf in the Harbour while others were spread around the Harbour 
and rocks along the coast line, at all the usual haunts. We were ready and all revved up in time to watch the 
sunrise and then lines in when there was enough light to watch the floats. 
Alyce was already into her first float down while we were still trying to get weed on the hook. It produced a 
nice fish of about 600gr, a nice start to what turned out to be a beautiful day.  
We had a steady bite all morning till about 11am when the tide hit rock bottom and a breeze picked up. Many 
fish were caught, including a full bag of undersized fish to Ben. It seemed the softer 
the bite the bigger the fish. The bite was also good on the home made brownies that 
Alyce brought along.  
Most of the morning we could see them all swimming around the bottom and on sev-
eral occasions you could watch them take the weed. Even when the ferries came in 
the bite continued as they were great for stirring up the bottom. It was lines up at mid-
day and we were off to the weigh-in at Burwood RSL. 
 
There was as many registered people with catches to weigh as those who had zip to 
show for the morning’s effort. Unfortunately SSAFA did not take out the estuary or 
rocks divisions but got very close. However, Alyce did well enough to take out Female 
Champion Angler on her first comp – and well deserved for the effort she put in. Paul 

Cooper took out largest fish beating me by only 80 gr.                                                                       
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FRESHWATER SCENE   - Steven Siarakas 

FCA - SMD BLACKFISH COMPETITION 26/06/11 - Tony Ste iner 



The seas have been too rough to fish the beaches consistently lately but 
there should be a few fish around now the westerlies are flattening the seas 
down. 
 
In my first beach report I want to outline a basic technique that will help new 
beach fisherman get on the board and enjoy the tranquillity of the beach and 
the spoils of a very under utilised fishing habi-
tat. It is also a great place to start the kids 
fishing and not worry about them falling out of 
a boat, hurting themselves on the rocks and 
not confining them to a small area. It lets 
them fish when they want, play when they 
want and go home having spent a fun day 
with family and friends. A healthy fresh fish 
meal is just a bonus. 
 

 
 
Budda Basics on How to fish a beach: 

 
I fish the eastern suburb beaches mainly but this technique and ap-
proach should see success in any beach this winter. I won’t spend 
much time in this report commenting on how to read a beach suffice to 
say is aim for the white frothy water after the wave breaks, this also is a 
good start for newbies. 
 
The beaches I fish generally fish best in calmer sea conditions and 
smaller high tides ie 1.7m or less, otherwise there is too much ground 
swell and your line is all over the place. Winter fishing especially in the  
evenings is best a few nights before the full moon however the tide 
starts getting too big a couple of days prior to the full so fish it earlier.  

 
Lately Maroubra beach has fished well in the middle to 
north and also the north corner for tailor and salmon.  
I prefer half pilchards to whole pilchards for bait and always 
get to the spot on the first crack of light - exactly 1hr before 
sunrise as the bite usually ends on sunrise. 
  
Use 2 x 2/0 or 3/0 CHEMICALLY SHARPENED gang hooks 
and only the pilchard tails for bait.  
 
This approach should see most anglers catch a feed 
through the winter months and have a lot of fun in the proc-
ess. 
 
Tight Lines 
Budda 
 
Ps don’t forget your thermals ! 
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LOCAL BEACH SCENE – Josh Joseph 



ANSA Lake Lyell Convention 2011   
 
Waking up early Friday morning to clear skies after several days of persistent rain, my apprehension about 
camping in the rain at Lake Lyell had soon disappeared. It was 5am and Joe and I were packed and ready to 
go. About half way into our 2 hour trip, the rain and heavy fog started, our hopes of a dry weekend dashed. 
 
As per usual, we stopped for our hearty bacon and eggs breakfast 10 minutes out from Lake Lyell. This year, 
this had more significance, as it looked like being our last dry meal for a few days.  We then headed off for the 
last part of our journey. Arriving at the Lake Lyell compound, the rain stopped for just enough time for us to 
pitch our tents and crack a few stubbies. Our tents were pitched a couple of metres from the water’s edge, a 
great place to have a cast, especially for anyone considering bringing their kids. A big thank you to Andy 
Burke, who brought along his very own glam camping package, which included, a portable kitchen and popup 
pergola. This camping weekend was now looking decidedly more comfortable, than I ever imagined. 
 
The tournament started at 12 noon, so we wasted no time in hitting the water. There was a little misty rain 
around but all in all conditions were comfortable. The only problem was the fish did not keep their side of the 
bargain, with only a couple of fish caught amongst all competitors. Sadly Team SSAFA finished the day with a 
golden duck. 
 
Back at shore, the night was spent under the Pergola as the rain had returned. After a delicious dinner and a 
few more stubbies, we hit the sack. Another big thank you to Marinos for providing the waterproof tent, my 
side anyway, Joe got a little bit wet on his side. 
 
Up early the next morning, we skipped breakfast and headed out for a fish, whilst there was not too much traf-
fic on the lake. However no matter how hard we tried, we could not raise a fish. We decided to head back to 
camp for breakfast with the president (Stan), who was arriving that morning. After everyone had arrived and 
breakfast done, it was time for Team SSAFA to hit the water again and make a run at the title. This time I 
managed to raise a rainbow trout but only a small specimen of 300mm, unfortunately this was the only fish 
caught before lunch. 
 
We stopped for lunch and a few more stubbies and then hit the water for the anticipated run of afternoon fish. 
For Joe and I this did not eventuate but the President did not let the team down, leading by example, catching 
2 rainbows and a bass right on dusk. 
 
Thankfully back at the campsite the rain stayed away and the party started. There was more than enough 
food and booze for everyone. This year the title of biggest campfire would have to be ours. I take this opportu-
nity to apologise to everyone on Andy’s behalf for all the ash on everyone’s cars and tents. Great fire Andy 
just in case you can’t remember LOL. 
 
On the Sunday there was only one more bass caught, by Mitch for team SSAFA. In the end our club came 
third overall (only 5 points from 1st). Not a bad effort considering there was only 9 of us. Stan came away with 
the largest rainbow trout  prize and Mitch with the largest Bass. Throughout the whole weekend there was 
only 36 fish caught amongst 116 competitors, definitely hard work trying to catch a fish. 
 
Once again Lake Lyle proved to be a great interclub tournament, that not even the rain could dampen. I highly 
recommend it to anyone who wants a great weekend getaway with the boys and it’s definitely a great place to 
take the kids, as I am sure Josh and Nellie would agree. Hope to see everyone back next year and hopefully 
a few more battlers, to try and take the title away from the Sea Bees, who outnumbered us 10 to 1.                                                                            
Cheers Phil  
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ANSA LAKE LYALL - Phil Festa 
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ANSA LAKE LYALL – Joe Garufi 



Attention Rock Fishers!  
 
Rock fishers make up a small but passionate sector of the fishing community and while it is an en-
joyable pastime for many, unfortunately it is a sport that poses many dangers. The recent deaths of 
two rock fisherman in Sydney Harbour and another in the Royal National Park is a sad reminder of 
these dangers, and highlights the importance of the following key messages to ensure your safety 
while fishing: 
�  Never fish alone. 
�  Wear a lifejacket. 
�  Inform others of your plans. 
�  Wear light clothing and appropriate footwear. 
�  Observe first and fish later. 
�  Stay alert. 
�  Plan an escape route in case you are washed in. Stay calm - if you are washed 
in, swim away from the rocks and look for a safe place to come ashore or stay 
afloat and wait for help to arrive. 
�  It is not always safe to jump in if someone is washed into the water. Preferably 
use rope or something that floats to rescue the person. If there is an Angel Ring 
nearby know how to use it. Dial 000 to get help. 

�	
�����

����������	�

���

MORE DPI NEWS 

Did you know redfin perch are now noxious in NSW? 
In December 2010, NSW introduced further changes to the NSW Noxious Fish List as part of a con-
sistent approach to the management of ornamental fish throughout Australia. The NSW Noxious 
Fish List now includes an additional 67 listings that have been agreed nationally as having a high-
risk pest potential. In addition, the NSW Government has listed redfin perch (Perca fluviatilis) as a 
Class 1 noxious fish as it poses a significant threat to native fish species. The noxious listing of red-
fin perch (redfin) aims to protect native species and to prevent the intentional translocation and 
stocking of this pest fish outside its known range.  
 
The new rules will be enforced from 1 July 2011. 
What does the redfin noxious listing mean for recreational fishers? 
�  There is no size or bag limit for redfin in NSW and anglers may continue to target 
this species. 
�  If you catch a redfin we encourage that you quickly and humanely dispatch it; you may utilise it as 
food, or you can dispose of it in an appropriate manner. 
�  It is not illegal to immediately return live redfin to the water where caught; however, we encourage 
you to dispatch and utilise redfin wherever possible. 
�  It is illegal to be in possession of a live redfin in NSW (e.g. in a bucket, aquaria, keeper net, live 
well etc) and you can be fined. Anglers in NSW can only possess dead redfin. If anglers in NSW are 
retaining caught redfin the catch can only be stored dead (e.g. on ice in an esky). 
�  It is illegal to use live or dead redfin as bait in NSW. 
�  The noxious listing of redfin applies in NSW, including in Lake Mulwala and the Murray River to 
the top of its southern bank where NSW fishing rules apply. The listing does not apply in Lake Hume 
where Victorian fishing rules apply. 
�  Possession of live Class 1 noxious fish species is totally banned in NSW. There 
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MORE DPI NEWS  

Help keep abalone dis-
ease out of NSW – don’t 
use abalone gut as bait! 
 
The use of abalone vis-
cera (gut) as bait or bur-
ley has been banned for 
recreational and commer-
cial fishing in NSW since 
2007. This closure has 
been implemented to 
protect NSW’s abalone 
stocks from abalone viral 
ganglioneuritis (AVG), 
which can be transferred 
via infected abalone gut. 
Although this virus has no 
known effects on human 
health, AVG has caused 
massive losses of aba-
lone in Victoria, with up to 
95% mortality in certain 
areas since this disease 
was first identified in 
2005. AVG has been con-
firmed as far east as 
Cape Otway, in south-
west Victoria, approxi-
mately 590km from the 
NSW and VIC border. 
NSW anglers are encour-
aged to use alternative 
baits like cunjevoi, pipis, 
prawns, and bread. Re-
member to check 
your local fishing rules for 
gathering bait and bag 
and size limits apply. By 
respecting 
the ban on taking fish 
with abalone gut, fishers 
will be helping protect 
abalone stocks 
for future generations. 
For more information visit 
www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/
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PICTORIAL REVIEW - Members in Action 
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PICTORIAL REVIEW - Members in Action 
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POLITICAL NEWS 
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POLITICAL NEWS 

Government deal with Shooters on marine parks is do ne – Greens   
 
Biggest threat to fishing industry is Premier's backroom deals with the Shooters & Fishers Party - Greens  
 
Greens MP and environment spokesperson Cate Faehrmann says the Coalition has joined with the Shooters 
and Fishers Party to deny decades of sound marine science in favour of short term political expediency, se-
curing their legislative agenda in the Upper House.  
 
The Shooters' bill for a 5 year moratorium on marine parks looks set to pass the Legislative Council with the 
support of the government.  
 
"The biggest threat to fishing in NSW is not the Greens or environmentalists; it's the Premier's backroom 
deals with the Shooters and Fishers Party who deny the science.  
 
"They are effectively cheating the next generation out of recreational fishing and jobs in the commercial sea-
food industry. 
 
"This is a huge blow and massive insult to marine scientists who have worked their guts out to protect the fu-
ture of the fishing industry and the future of recreational fishing. 
 
"The previous Labor government wheeled and dealed with the Shooters and now the shoe is on the other 
foot. Meanwhile the Greens deal responsibly with each piece of legislation on its merits and won't horse trade. 
The Coalition should start thinking about the long term consequences of its deals with this extreme fringe 
group, not just for the environment but 
for their government," said Ms Faehrmann. 
 
Media contact: Peter Stahel 0433 005 727 
--  
Another message from the Greens Media mailing list.  

Marine park moratorium for NSW 
 
The New South Wales Government has agreed to halt the creation of any new marine parks in the state until at 
least the end of the year. 
The Government says it will support a bill from the Shooters and Fishers Party to apply a moratorium on new 
parks. 
The measure will remain in place until an audit of parks and sanctuary zones has been completed. 
The Government's Deputy Leader in the Upper House, Duncan Gay, says he expects an independent scientific 
panel will report back by the end of the year. 
"We do not know what these recommendations might be. It's possible the audit may make findings that some 
areas could safely be opened to fishing," Mr Gay told Parliament. 
"Conversely, as I indicated earlier, there may be a need to increase protection in some areas." 
But Labor's Upper House Leader, Luke Foley, says it is a clear reward for the Shooters and Fishers supporting 
a cap on public sector wage increases. 
"It is very obvious to all who care to look that the vows of the Premier that he wouldn't be doing deals with 
minor parties in this chamber was an outright lie," Mr Foley told the Upper House. 
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FREE NEWSLETTERS  
 
Fisho e-newsletters is free , that we send them out each Monday and Thursday, they feature all the relevant 
fishing news and info, plus videos, comps, latest new products, government and political issues, environ-
mental news and fishing reports as well as some fun stuff, I'd very much appreciate it! 
 
Signing up is easy - just go to fishingworld.com.au and follow the steps - and you can cancel your member-
ship at anytime. 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE TO ALL  OWNERS OF BOATS STORED ON THE 
CLUB PREMISES 

 
Owners of boats stored on the clubs premises need to be particularly careful about 
the security of their boat and personal belongings. There has been a recent case of 
fuel going missing from a member’s boat. Not only is this a low act but it places boat 
owners and their crew in a potentially dangerous situation if they go to sea without 
sufficient fuel to return home. All boat owners are encouraged to fit security devices to 
their fuel tanks and to stow all equipment in a secure location or take it home. If you 
have not used your boat recently then it would be wise to check that you have the 
amount of fuel on board that you thought you have. In fact as a safety precaution you 
should do this every time before launching your boat. The club cannot guarantee to 
security of boats stored on its premises and all boat owners should do whatever they 
can to minimise the opportunity for theft and damage to their property . 
 
John Burgess 



SPECIAL OFFER  

FOR MEMBERS OF OFFICIAL IGFA FISHING CLUBS  

                              EXTENDED!!!   
 
To all members of the South Sydney Amateur Fishing Association Inc, 

Due to response from our clubs, we are extending our very special offer of giving back to your fishing 

club $5 for every individual E-member that joins the IGFA,  We know that your club may only meet once 

a month, and we wanted to be sure that you have had time to notify your members.  The IGFA considers 

our Official Fishing Club members our partners and we are very aware of concerns that our club mem-

bers may have pertaining to their area of the world and we want to help. 

In the past year we’ve introduced the IGFA E-Membership (an on-line membership).  This membership 

was designed for those members who want instant access to world records, prefer reading our publica-

tions on our website, and have an interest in protecting the environment.  IGFA’s E-Membership  pro-

vides all the same benefits as a regular IGFA membership at less than half the cost.   IGFA annual 

Regular Membership costs $40 and the IGFA E-Membership is only $15.  That’s a savings of $25! 

 

For every member of your club that joins  

IGFA as an E-Member for $15. We will give  

 back $5 to your club to help support your  

conservation initiatives.  We have extended  

                    this very special offer until A ugust 1, 2011.   
 
                             https://membership.igfa.org/sslpage.aspx?pid=382 
 
 
                                                       John Burgess 
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