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2011 is turning out to be an unforgettable year of fishing. The summer had marlin and
kingies galore; the autumn saw miles of bream and bonito and the winter delivered
the tuna and snapper, along with our ever consistent favourites. There have been a
lot of small jewfish caught this winter to 10kg just look at the pics in this issue. The
last decade or so our fishery management aided strongly by the recreational fishing
bodies should take a big bow for the action we are currently experiencing.

Spring is a transitional time where the currents start warming up and there is a mix-
ture of winter and summer species coming and going on different days it seems. This
is a good time to be versatile and do your homework on line and spend time for R&D
fishing to determine the arrival of those early run spring/summer species.

Members have been writing some interesting reports, have a read they are very
worthwhile. Ocean Blue is offering a heavily discounted 5 day fishing trip for sailfish
in Malaysia, worth a look for our jet setting anglers.

Finally, closed season for Murray Cod and Cray's Sep 1st- N  ov 30th.

Screaming drags - Dr Steve
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SOUTH SYDNEY AFA CALENDAR 2011

NO Meeting Night July 6 Meeting Night
23 SMD FCA Kids Day
February | 2 Meeting Night August |3 South Sydney AFA AGM
5/6 SMD FCA Beach 27 ANSA NSW AGM.
18/19/20 ANSA Nowra Convention Delegates Meeting &
26/27 SMD FCA Deep Sea Presentation
March |2 Meeting Night September |7 Meeting Night
4/5/6 ANSA Narooma Convention 16/17/18 ANSA Glenbawn Convention
12/13 SMD FCA Alt Deep Sea 24 SSAFA Presentation Night
24 Easter Sunday
April 01/02/03 Sydney Sportfishing October |5 Meeting Night
Tournament 14/15/16 ANSA Talbingo Convention
02/03 SMD FCA Estuary 23 Sth Sydney vs." St George
6 Meeting Night 30 SMD FCA Open Day
29/30/01 ANSA Lake Lyell Convention
May 4 Meeting Night November | 2 Meeting Night
21/22 SMD FCA Rock 4/5/6 ANSA Burr‘injuck
Convention
19/ 20 ANSA 2/4/6 Competition
1@ SMD FCA Presentation
June 1 Meeting Night December |7 Meeting Night
26 SMD FCA Luderick 14 South Sydney AFA
Christmas Party
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PHOTO COMPETITION

PHOTO OF THE BI-MONTH

New Caledonia - Coral Trout

Ha p a la@ Photo by Stan Konstantaras

rapala.com




“I love winter fishing; the

FIELD REPORT

Sydney Winter Snapper - Jim Sterianos

June 30th already
and following a
very  successful
marlin season my
focus has turned
onto what is de-
scribed as the
handsome fish of
the sea. My pas-
sion for these fish
stems back dec-
ades. There s
something  about
snapper fishing
that brings out the
kid in me. Great
anticipation, a
much sought after
target off Sydney
and there is a de-
gree of cunning and skill required
to catch a fish over 4 kg in our wa-
ters.

cold crisp mornings, the For me | still chase these guys with
flat Westerly seas and thebait , the methods and techniques

prize we all want on our
dinner plates, it doesnt
get much better than
that®

developed over years of catching
this species still produce quality fish
like the ones in the photos caught
this weekend. Cuttlefish candles,
slimmies, garfish, squid and any
oily flesh bait will capture this
qguarry. Snooded 4/0 - 6/0 octopus
style hooks with a running sinker to
the hook is one of my rigs, cast to
eternity and then put in the rod
holder with baitrunner on! The other
rig | use is the old fashion paternos-

ter; 2 hook droppers and a snapper
lead at the bottom, reel in strike. 6-
10kg pre-test line is plenty for the fish
off Sydney with a 20 pound trace.

| hear at the club guys chasing these
fish with soft plastic and hard body
lures; all claiming very good success?
I am a firm believer in stick with what
you know and what has worked best.
| also think teaching beginners basic
bait techniques will make them better
lure fisherman by understanding what
it is that they are trying to imitate. And
further bait fishing helps with lure se-
lection for particular depths, time of
year and bottom terrain in keeping
with what bait is around at that time.

| love winter fishing; the cold crisp
mornings, flat westerly seas and the
prize we all want on our dinner plates,
it really doesn’t get any better than
that.

Good fishing to everyone

Jim
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COMPETITION REPORT

SSAFA Wins 12 Month Comp 2010/11 !

Line class
fishing seems
to be less
practiced in

recent years
and this may

“After a few near misses

SSAFA wins its first give a clue as
ANSA NSW 12 month to the delay of
Comp* this prize.

With our first

trophy in the

cabinet it is

time for the

club members

to take out

their light line
pre-test nylon gear , push aside their
apathy and enter as many fish as
possible with brag mat , scales and
photo in hand. Lets not wait another
40 years to snare the trophy and lets
make the next victory of notable pro-
portion.

After a few near misses and
40+ years SSAFA has finally
won its first ANSA NSW 12
month comp by the narrowest of
margins. It is strange how such
a successful club filled with
champion anglers has taken so
long to place this trophy in its All the pictures in this report were
cabinet. point scoring fish in this years comp,



COMPETITION REPORT

12 Month Comp - Stan Konstantaras

enjoy the pics and make sure you
place as many entries as you can
in this years comp, especially you
blue water guys, put that braid
away and enjoy a light line chal-
lenge.

Please REMEMBER THERE ARE
NEW ENTRY FORMS FOR THIS
YEAR. OLD FORMS WILL NOT
BE ACCEPTED. Enjoy the pics

Stan




“The bite continued
much slower after that
but with cappuccino in
hand and Elvis in the
background what can |

say but Viva Las Vegas*

FIELD REPORT

“Old Elvis and the Sea” - Max Chater

| don't know if Hemingway had me
in mind when he wrote “Everything
about him was old except his eyes
and they were the same colour as
the sea and were cheerful and un-
defeated” because that is the way |
felt when | tackled my old nemesis
of 20 years ago. An unassuming
demersal that swims in the ocean
rocks and great harbours. A om-
nivorous vegetarian that can timidly
sink your float and nastily fight with
the dirtiest tricks to get away.

After a planned snapper trip that
went all wrong (we won'’t go there!!)
plan B was to hit some harbour
spots and have a leisurely fish in
the sun. So the professor and I col-
lected some weed and headed off
for the nearest harbour jetty.

Much to my surprise
the first 4 baits
floated enticingly
went down instantly
and within the first
20min we had 4 very
nice luderick in the
keeper net swim-
ming around. The
bite continued much
slower after that but
with cappuccino in
hand and “Elvis” in
the background what
can | say but “Viva
Las Vegas.”

Dr. Steve later joined
us for the final hur-

rah and we
managed an-
other 4 keep-
ers in the net
and a couple
of bust offs to
boot. The rain

missed us
twice but the
final black
cloud made a
bee line
straight for
me. We

quickly packed up and took a couple
of snaps to show you fellas and then
had to make a decision about the fish
in the net.

Unlike “Santiago” | don't much feel
the urge to kill everything | catch
these days so to Hemingway's dis-
gust the luderick were released to
swim away.

All in all it was a very gentlemanly
fisherman's day with good company,
good coffee and of course Elvis.

Thank you, Thank you very much !!

Max



AGM 2011

SSAFA Annual General Meeting 2011

The South Sydney AFA Annual
General Meeting was held on the
3" August 2011.

Helpers.

Newsletter/Merchandise
Further to the AGM Steven Siarakas
your committee elect is:

. . BBQ:
Executive Committee . Robert Sciberras
President: :
Assistant Treasurer:
Stan Konstantaras Pat Ashbury
Secretary: .
Joe Garufi General Duties :
Neil Kemp,
Treasurer: Chris Anagnostou
John Burgess Richard Spata
Recorder:
Silvestro Severi
) It is exciting to see new club members
ANSA Del: putting up their hand to give back to

Joe Garufi the club. Well done to all. Also, a big

thank you goes out to our retiring Re- Three cheers for [VAN !!!

PFCIAC\:DeI: corder, lvan Mitchell. Ivan, thank you

aut Looper for the many years of dedication in

. keeping the club boards running. It's a

Sub Committee . demanding job and you've always

) ) handled it well.

Tagging Officer:

Matt Manson Lets have a great Year

Events Organiser: Joe

Tony Steiner

Barman:
Ben Karnatz

Club Maintenance:
Brian Eaton




“l use to sledge any guy

FOCUS

Mulloway on Fly - Jim “Jewie” Siarakas

In this focus piece | will try to illus-
trate some basics that | have learnt
along the way on my new found
passion for fly fishing. Let me say
firstly that | use to sledge any guy
that even mentioned the word fly
fishing, a bunch of fairies waving
their wands...HOW VERY WRONG
WAS 1" it would have to be one of

that even mentioned thethe most challenging forms of an-

word fly fishing, a bunch
of fairies waving their
wands...HOW VERY
WRONG WAS I”

gling imaginable, | would say intoxi-
cating.

The reason | picked up fly fishing
was to achieve my final goal and
catch a “jewfish’ on fly, the pinnacle
of jewie fishing, in my opinion 1 jew-
fish on fly is worth about 60 on bait ,
about 30 on plastics about 15 on
hard bodies, some might say that’s
a big call but having fished for jew-
fish for many years this is how | feel
and without a doubt in my mind be-
lieve this.

Challenge #1
learning to fly
cast, 7 months
in the park
every  after-
noon in search
of trying to
cast then ad-
vancing to try-
ing to cast the
line to the
other side of
the world to
eventually the
perfect  cast
(this in its self
iS an awesome
journey), before | even attempted to
wet the line.

Challenge # 2 learning to fly fish,

this is where | throw all the technical
thinking out the door and approach it
with a huge amount of excitement
and fresh ideas. Let me say about
now that to really appreciate fly fish-
ing you must have a very in-depth
knowledge of the target species you
choose to fish for and this is where
understanding all forms of fishing for
the target species come in there own,
in my case the mighty mulloway. It
really gets you thinking cause you
have a totally new and different set of
tools to play with, wow | feel my heart
rate increasing already.

Challenge #3 learning to adopt your
presentation in the form of a fly and
what type of fly can represent what
you are trying to represent to the fish,
this was one thing that did my head in
quite a lot, starting from absolutely
zero knowledge about flies and not
being able to turn to anyone else |
didn’t know anyone else that chased
jewfish, I am sure they are out there) |
started fishing by trial and error put-
ting myself at the right places at the
right time and knowing that fish where
there and then trying different flies
which | would buy. (this was someone
else’s creation of the representation
“I” was trying to achieve, not happy
and not working)

Challenge #4 The basics of learning
to tie flies, now this was exiting creat-
ing a “lure” fly that only | had and no-
body else knew about, how bloody
good is this. It was frustrating but so
rewarding on some days | would pre-
fer to tie flies for hours then go for a
fish, | think this is all part of the proc-
ess of being a true fly fisherman/
women. Hooking that first fish on your
own fly, there is no better feeling on
this earth (better than sex). My first



Mulloway on Fly - Jim “Jewie” Siarakas

fish on my own fly was an estuary
perch and a cracker at that 48cm,|
remember thinking to myself this fly
-fishing business is the ultimate
form of fishing by far, many perch
later | still had not achieved my
goal of catching a jewfish on one of
my own flies.

It finally happened and it was on
one of my perch flies, | was actually
fishing for perch, mate did it go |
was using a 7wt killwell presenta-
tion fly rod with a shimano ultegra
fly reel, should of heard it scream,
after what seemed for ever up
came this most beautiful king of the
rivers a jewfish about 7-8 kilos how
goods that, my first jew on my own
fly, boy this got me thinking about
colour schemes, types of flies and
the list does go on and on, from the
types of materials to the types of
eyes and their colour, it makes a
difference.

Funny enough this fish has been
the best fish | have caught on fly to
date and it has opened the path to
now having multiple captures under
my belt with multiple bust offs as
well but at least the consistency is
getting much better, it is really all
about teaching yourself how to fish
again from a totally different angle
and when it is said that it is about
the journey and not the end result
that is so true, | knew what the re-
sult would be if I stuck with it......
but | tell you what.... the journey so
far has been one of highs and lows,
rewarding and frustrating but over
all fantastic.

This has been a difficult journey but
a very rewarding one because |
didn’t have any knowledge or new
anyone with the knowledge to
share information with. This is

where a top club like SSAFA so good,
it has many members with a vast
range of knowledge about all forms of
fishing and if you simple ask you will
be pleasantly surprised just how will-
ing to help people are..... Me for one
am very proud to be a member of
such a fantastic club where it is more
like a family then a simple club envi-
ronment.

| haven’'t meant for this article to be
step by step approach to catching the
magnificent mulloway on fly 1 wanted
to give an insight into what it takes to
endeavour on such a journey and just
how rewarding it really is. | hope |
have raised the curiosity of some of

our members that where thinking of
trying fly fishing, | can tell you that
there are some very good fly fisher-
men in the club and all you need to do
is ask someone and you will be
pointed in the right direction.
"CONGRATULATINS SSAFA ON A
CRACKER OF A WIN FOR THE 12
MONTH COMP, LERS DO IT AGAIN
THIS YEAR. Tight Lines - Jewie Jim

FOCUS
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POLITICAL NEWS

Wednesday, 10 August 2011

NSW HOOKS ITS FIRST OFFSHORE ARTIFICIAL REEF

Minister for Primary Industries, Katrina Hodgkinson, today announced that the construction contract for an
artificial reef off the coast of Sydney has been awarded to a Sydney-based company that specialises in major
maritime infrastructure projects.

"This purpose-built offshore reef will be the first and largest artificial reef structure to be designed and con-
structed in Australia,” Katrina Hodgkinson said.

“We expect the artificial reef will not only attract fish species such as snapper and yellowtail kingfish but avid
fishers from near and far.

“This is the first of the three offshore artificial reefs planned for NSW over the next five years and is expected
to vastly improve recreational fishing opportunities off the coast of Sydney.”

The reef will be located approximately 1.2 kilometres off The Gap at Vaucluse and 1.9 kilometres off South
Head.

Waterway Constructions Pty Ltd, in a joint venture with Haejoo Pty Ltd, was selected as the tenderers for the
construction of the reef. A detailed design of the reef has been completed by Worley Parsons.

“The construction of the reef will begin this month and is expected to be completed prior to Christmas just in
time for holiday fishing season. This is great news for those hoping to do a spot of fishing offshore during the
summer months,” Ms Hodgkinson said.

The reef structures will have a lifespan of more than 30 years and have been specially designed to withstand
NSW coastal conditions while minimising ecological impacts.

Monitoring of the deployment site and nearby natural reef has already begun. The reef will be monitored three
years and findings will be reported annually to demonstrate the benefits of the artificial reef for the environ-
ment and fishers.

“The artificial reef unit is made of steel, stands 12 metres high, weighs approximately 42 tonnes and is de-
signed to provide a complex habitat for a range of marine species.

“Funds from the NSW Recreational Fishing Trust will be used to construct the offshore artificial reefs, and are
a great example of recreational licence fees being put back into the fishing community,” Ms Hodgkinson said.

For more information on the offshore artificial reefs visit www.dpi.nsw.qgov.au/fisheries

Media contact: Samantha Day 0408 176 475



DPI NEWS

Sydney Offshore Artificial Reefs

Following the popularity of the estuarine artificial reefs project,
there was a natural expectation from anglers that the program
would be expanded into ocean waters. However, constructing arti-
ficial reefs in open ocean water is much more complex and expen-
sive compared to estuaries. The major challenge is designing and
building an appropriate structure that can withstand the harsh
NSW coastal conditions whilst minimising ecological impacts.

&1 NSW is currently completing an environmental assessment for
deploying 3 artificial reefs off Newcastle, Sydney and Wollongong.
The environmental assessment is examining the potential biologi-
cal, biophysical, economic, social and environmental impacts as-
sociated with the manufacture and deployment of the reefs.

The design of the artificial reef is critical to its longevity and its ulti-

mate success. 1& NSW has reviewed various designs of reefs

used around the world and it is proposed to use large, steel skele-

tal artificial reefs, custom made for NSW oceanic conditions. Each reef unit will weigh up to 35 tonnes and be
up to 12 metres high to create high quality reef for recreational fishing, while maintaining their biological effec-
tiveness for a wide range of bottom-

dwelling and oceanic fish species.

Each artificial reef unit will be constructed
on land, transported to the proposed site
by barge and lowered onto the sea floor
via crane. Following the completion of the
environmental assessment process, and
finalisation of the artificial reef design, it is
proposed to deploy the first trial reef off
Sydney. Scientific monitoring of the Syd-
ney reef will be undertaken, using diver
surveys and advanced underwater video
technology to assess the ecological and
physical impacts and effectiveness of the
reefs. Following the outcomes of the as-
sessment of the Sydney reefs, the 2 re-
maining reefs off Newcastle and Wollon-
gong will be considered.

For more information about Artificial Reef
Projects funded by the Recreational Fish-
ing Trust, please contact the Fisheries
Enhancement Team (FADs and Atrtificial
Reefs) at & NSW (02) 9527 8411. Email:
fisheries.FADs@industry.nsw.gov.au.




BLUE WATER

Blue Water Report - Chris Anagnostou

As expected, the bluefin run down
south came to a complete halt.
Some poor weather

kept most of the blue-

water crew hibernat-

ing at their local

tackle stores in hope

of some vyellowfin.

Those that managed

to take advantage of

a brief weather win-

dow that arose at the

end of July came

across some decent

fish. Sydney alone

produced some

memorable yellowfin

Tuna captures with

some crews finding

the odd rogue big over 60kg and a
smattering or fish in the 30-40kg
bracket. Some very late season
Dolphin fish also made an appear-
ance and there were quite a few
marlin encountered with 2

tagged that | know of.

The Geoff Wooley Mako comp
was run and won, seems most
boats found a few fish, but the
size of these were down on
previous years. | believe our
very own Silvo fishing aboard
Tanoa finished runner up be-
hind Tantrum in the T&R cate-

gory.

With the above results, things
were looking quite bleak off-
shore, with only a smattering
of yellowfin making their pres-
ence felt. Things finally
started to look up in the mid-
dle of August when a cold fin-
ger pushed its way up the
coast producing a de-

cent temperature break somewhere
between Browns Mountain and
Heaton's Hill. In this bit of water there
was finally some life on the tempera-
ture break and there were reports of
Yellowfin up to 80kg as well as some
Southern Bluefin Tuna. Quite a few
boats hooked BFT between 50-90kg
but it seems only one or two tangled
with fish over 100kg and the biggest

Geoff Wooley
Mako comp Results
CAPTURE HEAVIEST MAKO
SHARK.
Ethan Henderson
Mako of 164.5 Kg

T&R MOST SHARKS.
“Tantrum” with 7 Sharks

CAPTURE HEAVIEST TUNA.
“Blood& Guts” with a Y/Fin of 52.7 Kg

T&R MOST TUNA.
“Gale Force” with 1 Albacore

JUNIOR CAPTURE
Ethan Henderson
“Everwilling” Mako 164.5 kg

JUNIOR T&R
Jodie Rabinowitz “ Tantrum” 2 Sharks

Participatinganglers. 142
Participating Boats. 38
Mako Sharks T&R 36

Blue Sharks T&R 4
Whaler Shark T&R 2
Mako Shark Captured 8

Y/Fin Captured 1




BLUE WATER

Blue Water Report - Chris Anagnostou

weighed was 130.2kg. The finger of cool water and edge that held the
fish is circled in the image, at its best | believe it got to within 70km of
the coast, but often travelling of 90km or more got you to the good wa-
ter. Not exactly small boat country, but the immaculate conditions over
this period allowed a lot of vessels to get out into the "Badlands". Fish-
ing this particular temp break has produced the majority of the quality
fish, but in closer on the mountain people were still crossing paths with
the odd yellowfin, albeit usually smaller. There is still the odd striped
marlin poking about, and of course the Dolphin fish which for some
reason this year refuse to leave the colder water !

Yellowfin and Tuna in general have always been consid-

ered "By Catch" of Marlin fishing for me, they never took much of my

time when | was cutting my teeth on the deep blue. Now days some 12 years later I'm starting
to appreciate these fish in a new light, and not just another bait fish. In my short time fishing for
them I've found the below info vital in getting a feed on the deck.

Spend as much time on the water as possible, even when you've
heard no reports, or confirmed captures

Fish where the fish are ! - If the fish have been reported at Browns,
don't fish the shelf

Fish areas that look fishy, Temperature breaks, Baitfish on the
sounder, and birds are a good indication of this

If the ocean seems devoid of life (bait, birds etc), spend time
around structure, like sea mounts or canyons.

Be prepared to both Troll and Cube, you never know which tech-
nigue will work on the day

Try to be at the fishiest looking spot at the change of tide. Even
offshore this is he biggest feeding trigger.

Try to squeeze in two tide changes per trip, this definitely helps
your odds.

Dawn and Dusk are feeding triggers as well, being out there early
or late does have its advantages

If all comes good and you nail a few fish, bleed them instantly, the
more blood out of the fish the better the flesh will freeze, and taste.
Do you best to cool them down in either an Ice slurry or Kill bag. If
possible core the fish and fill the gut cavity with cold ice blocks (1-
2litre coke bottles with frozen water will suffice) to preserve the flesh closest to the backbone.

Over the coming weeks I'll do my best to get out there and chase these tuna while they're still
poking around, a Bluefin over 100kg and a yellowfin over 80kg are my tuna goals I've set for
the next 12 months. It would be nice to cross paths with these fish locally, but if I'm forced to
travel to find them, then that's exactly what I'll do !
Just remember, you wont catch fish sitting at home ! so
get out there !!

Tight Lines - Chris



ESTUARY

Estuary Report - Brad Biddleston

“Fishing the Parramatta
River we threw 2 inch
Berkley prawns, 80mm

Squidgy wrigglers, Ghost As the event drew near we experi-

Al - Julv has b b th on the ©nced an engine issue, which required
blades, sinking mmnOWSfi:h)i/nga?ror?fn aMigr?zerlnosnmitﬁnang a last minute all day fuel reed replace-
and quite a few others almyself qualified for the BETS ment, though after this work the boat

the blocks anchoring theBream Grand Final hosted at the was humming along, whew!
i Sydney Harbour Boat Show in Dar- Arrivi t the start point d
marker buoys. This  ling Harbour on a glorious weekend *"VINg at the start point on day one

. o the air was abuzz with hopes and ex-
change in tactic saw us with the sun shining.

citement about whom would find the
get four Bream in the We pre-fished for this two day event fish. We pulled up at our first spot and
two weeks out and managed a nice

proceeded to catch everything but
well by 9am bag of Bream by fishing in water Bream, Michael scored a nice 80cm

around thirty feet deep near Cocka- I!ﬁu.?ead W?'Ctr;] fouq[ht reaIIIy slugglshl(yj/
too Island. This gave us a positive 1t came to Ih€ Net, e also manage

fident that we would snag our five g 9

Bream before heading off in search couple of hours had passed and stil
of upgrades no elusive Bream in the well, we ven-

tured into Lane Cove to fish some boat

moorings. Paying particular attention
to the mooring blocks them-
selves, rather than the hull, we
managed a lone Bream which
thankfully swam away from the
block on hookup and we finally
had our first fish. We persisted
for a while but no more would
play in Lane Cove, so we moved
back to our first spot hoping the
turning tide would bring the bite
on. We pulled another from the
deep before time was up and we
headed to Darling Harbour for
the weigh in with only 2 fish for
the day.

Day two saw us sitting in 19"
place and we chose to return to



Estuary Report - Brad Biddleston

our normal techniques and targeted
water depths in the 2m range. Fish-
ing the Parramatta River we threw 2
inch Berkley prawns, 80mm Squidgy
wrigglers, Ghost blades, sinking
minnows and quite a few others at
the blocks anchoring the marker
buoys. This change in tactic saw us
get four Bream in the well by 9am,
things were looking better. The
Bream would hit the lure on the drop
or pick it up off the bottom usually on
the 1% cast at the buoy as long as it
was in close to the structure. Things
quietened down a bit so we moved
out to the 2 to 4m drop-offs into the
channel on a point with a lot of flow.
Michael hooked a nice Bream to
give us our bag and we tried to up-
grade the ones we already had till
the end of the day. Upgrading re-
guires you to catch a larger Bream
and release the smallest in the well
so that at the end of the day you
have your best five best Bream,
however for us this was to no avail!

The weigh in saw us bring in 2.63kg
which jumped us up to 12" position
overall which was a great improve-
ment saving us from humiliation in
front of the overwhelming crowd. We
took home a 60Itr Engel esky each

and it was great to see the girls
at the weigh in to cheer us on.

On the estuary front, boat
ramps have been nice and de-
serted making queue free
launch and retrieves even
though the water temps still
down round the 14-15 deg in
Sydney Harbour. The salmon
have been up on top on the
chew. We have spotted them
up past Hen and Chicken Bay,

though the concentration gathered

immediately down river of Glades-

ville Bridge were most consistent.

Michael and | enjoyed a good ses-

sion with a couple of mates chasing

these fighters round for

about an hour using 3

inch minnows on 1/16™

jigheads. We managed

a few double hook-ups

on the lighter bream

gear, a lot of fun with ae-

rial displays, screaming

drags and dancing round

each other with crossed

lines on the front deck.

We gave a few soft plas-

tics to another boat as

they were struggling for

hook-ups and soon eve-

ryone was having a ball.

Mick also landed a nice

lkg tailor, with a few

monster yakkas.

I'm looking forward to
increasing activity as the water
warms up and surface lures start
producing results, a favourite visual
form of fishing.

Smooth drags,
Brad

ESTUARY

“I'm looking forward to

increasing activity as the

water warms up and sur-

face lures start producing
results ”




FRESHWATER

Freshwater Report - Steven Siarakas

Jindabyne and | also have it that fish
have also been taken at Lyle al-
though not as many as the snowy
lakes. Remember it is closed season
for the rivers but the October week-

TI’OUt, trout and more trout seems end is not far away now.

to be the motto this winter. It does-
n’'t seem to matter which lake or
dam you are in,

doesn’t matter

what you are

throwing at the

them and it

doesn’t seem to

matter how ex-

perienced you

are. The club

boys have been

treated to some

champagne fish-

ing over this pe-

riod. Mitch and

James have been getting amongst
them at Eucumbene, as has Ivan
on a family holiday. Some friends
have had great sessions at

Screaming drags - Dr Steve



BEACH / ROCKS

Beach & Rocks Report - Josh Joseph

This months report is short and to

the point.

From the beach, there's been a
few salmon in the evening off Ma-
roubra. The gutter is in the middle
in front of the surf club. Size has
been a bit down from 1.3Kg to just
under 2kg (eating some Thai fish
cakes tonight from last catch -
yum!). In the calmer seas there
has been a few luderick on the
rocks on the north corner.

Spring time should see a few whit-
ing show up but calm seas are a
must.

With the sand in the north-

ern corner of Maroubra being
washed out from the big seas of a
few weeks ago, there is a nice gut-
ter now and it wouldn't surprise to
see a few luderick getting in there
on a high tide. Someone should
give it a try.

Next month should also see a few
more squid show up on the rocks
too.

The Famous Budda
Thai fish cake recipe

Ingredients

1 clove garlic

1/2cm piece ginger

1/4 large red capsicum

2 tbs sweet chilli sauce
300gm salmon (roughly cut)
50ml coconut cream (not milk!)
salt

1egg

3 spring onions

1/3 cup coriander leaves

4 green beans

plain flour
olive (or vegetable) oil to shallow fry

For serving with:

sliced cucumber
Jasmine rice
Sweet chilli sauce

Method

Process chopped garlic, ginger, capsi-
cum, and sweet chilli sauce.

Add chopped salmon, coconut cream and
a pinch of salt, and process.

Add egg and process again.

Place in a bowl

Finely chop the spring onions, coriander
leaves, and green beans, and mix with
the fish mixture.

Place in the fridge for 2 hrs — overnight to
firm up in a square dish.

Form patties and lightly dust with flour
and shallow fry in an oiled pan (olive oil is
fine).

Drain on kitchen paper

Serve with
Jasmine rice
topped with a
sprinkle of
fresh coriander
leaves and
decorate plate
with sliced cu-
cumber and
some sweet
chilli sauce.

Tight Lines
Budda
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POLITICAL NEWS
Wednesday, 10 August 2011

St George’s Basin artificial reef on course to make history
Stage two of the expansion of the St George’s Basin artificial reef is underway on the NSW South Coast this
week, making the region a playground for local fishers and tourists, NSW Department of Primary Industries
(NSW DPI) Artificial Reefs Manager, Heath Folpp, said today.

“St George's Basin is a very popular fishing location, and the completion of this redevelopment of the artificial
reef will make it the largest artificial reef built for fishing in NSW,” Mr Folpp said.

“Funds from the NSW Recreational Fishing Trust will be used to construct the artificial reefs, and are a great
example of recreational licence fees being put back into the fishing community.

“This reef will provide second to none fishing opportunities for the State’s recreational anglers, and will be a
great boost for the beautiful NSW South Coast.

“NSW DPI recreational fisheries managers will this week deploy the remaining artificial reef modules at the
artificial reef site, bringing this four year project to an end.

"The NSW DPI has worked closely with researchers, fishers, community groups and other regulatory bodies
to ensure the reef is best positioned to maximise its effectiveness.”

Artificial Reefs are deployed in areas lacking reef habitat, creating places for recreationally important species
of fish to live and shelter.

The St George’s Basin artificial reef was part of a pilot study program in 2007, consisting of 180 reef balls.

Once completed, an additional 600 Reef Balls will have been spaced over an area of four hectares, occupy-
ing approximately 650 m2 of seabed.

“The reefs are constructed using three size combinations of ‘Reef Balls’, which are specially designed con-
crete artificial reef modules which promote marine growth and provide fish with a complex, almost natural
habitat,” Mr Folpp said.

“The largest Reef Balls are around 1.2 metres wide, 0.9 metres high and weigh up to 1000 kilograms.”
Artificial reefs are also located at Lake Conjola, Lake Macquarie, Botany Bay and Merimbula.

Monitoring of the artificial reefs show that they are effective at providing new reef habitat for a range of fish
species. The artificial reefs typically record a higher diversity of species and abundance of individuals that

what is found on nearby natural reefs.

The results also showed a number of unusual, highly sought after sport fish are moving back into the areas to
make use of the newly deployed artificial reefs.

For more information on artificial reefs visit:
www.dpi.nsw.qgov.au/fisheries/recreational/saltwater/artificial-reefs

MEDIA CONTACT: Sarah Wright 6391 3686 or 0427 0751 67
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TECHNICAL

Maintenance Time - Scott MacLean

Mid winter is maintenance
time!

Approaching the onset of spring
and knowing that both the fishing
and weather can only get better,
now is the time to tackle the task of
repairing and servicing your tools of
the trade. Itis a lot easier to do this
now than during a hectic season -
where all your available time is, or
should be, spent best out in the
field.

Plant & equipment

Consider spending time on replac-
ing that broken or cracked guide
that you have been persisting with
for months now. How about rebind-
ing the other guide, that's affixed by
way of some brightly coloured elec-
trician’s tape - the tag end standing
proud so as to slap the line with
every cast. Who can forget winding
a lure in at high speed all the way to
the rod tip and then a further inch or

two for good measure, only to fold the
tip guide over into some geometric
angle not seen since the time of Py-
thagoras. Annual attention must also
be given to any roller guide, detach-
able butt, and ferrule.

Most of us are fishing with super lines
these days, and by way of their de-
sign and construction we are filling
smaller spools with a heavier class of
line. This practice results in enor-
mous stresses upon today’s reels,
combined with the very limited stretch
these lines offer, the negative forces
are only further compounded. Drag
assemblies, bail arms/rollers, main
shafts, gearing, and most importantly
anti-reverse mechanisms and non-
reverse bearings — all cop consider-
able punishment and should be ex-
amined for wear and fatigue. To a
lesser extent, handles and spinning
reel stems can also be affected. |If
some of these issues relate to a reel
you own then now is the time to get it
looked at, as more often than not
spare parts will need ordering and
this may take some time.

So, you've got your rod and reel
combo’s looking smick — what about
the line? Discard any old and frayed
line and re-spool some fresh stuff for
the season about to commence. |f
the line on your reel is fine but does
not quite fill the spool you might wish
to top shot or undershot the line.

Top shotting can be an economical
and practical alternative for many an-
glers. Top shotting can be done
braid/braid, mono/braid, mono/mono
or braid/mono. Often people fishing
braid backing to increase line capac-
ity for example, will top shot with
fluorocarbon or mono which offers
more tangle free casting performance
— particularly on overhead spin reels.
When top shotting consider what



Maintenance Time - Scott MacLean

maximum length of cast you are likely
to make and double it. You don’t
want to see the knot during the cast
as it can hang up on itself and cause
tangles. You will also require enough
margin for bust offs and re-rigging —
hence, doubling the length.

Under shotting is most often used
when you want the maximum length
of mainline available to be used in its
entirety — unbroken, and the line to be
filled to the greatest circumference
line of the spool. Personally, | under-
shot a lot as | rarely fish a reel with
less than 600m capacity of my cho-
sen line class and constant re-
spooling can become expensive.
When a fishing reel spool is filled to
its maximum three major benefits be-
come evident:

1. Casting distance will be im-
proved and a lighter bait/
lure can be cast success-
fully.

2. There is less inertia for the
drag to overcome before
beginning to slip, so a
greater preset drag can be
applied.

3. The rate of increase in drag
pressure as a fish
screams for the horizon
will be less.

The best way to undershot is either
by way of a spare spool - where in
effect you top shot the reel and then
reverse the line so the unused line
that once never saw the light of day at
the bottom of the spool now has a
new lease on life at the business end.
Another way to top shot is by utilising
a couple of overhead reels (I have the
luxury of 2 SL450H’s for this purpose)
whereby you top shot then wind onto
one overhead, transfer to the second
overhead and then re-spool the origi-
nal reel. This method has advan-

tages in that you can spool the reel
against the drag of the placebo over-
head — allowing for tight and even
compaction.

Note when top or under shotting
reels that if fishing ANSA or IGFA
regs the higher of any breaking
strength lines used will be deter-
mined as the class fished (provided

the lines are connected).

Sundry Items.

Apart from the rod/reel/line servicing
mentioned above, so many other
items may need attention, these
could include:

Replacing rusted or blunt
hooks and rings on lures.

Rigging and labelling trolling
lures and traces.

Sharpening forged game
hooks, knives and gaffs.

Patching up your favourite
pair of waders, tent, or prettiest live
bait pool.

Build yourself a rod tube to
protect your investment during trans-

TECHNICAL
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Maintenance Time - Scott MacLean

portation.
Replac-
ing your rock

plates or the
tired old shoes
they sit be-
neath.

Do the
washers in your
nipper  pump
lack suction?
Affixing  pins,
eyebolts and
rod holders to
your  favourite
rock ledge - and

maintaining existing ones
(take time to camouflage your
fixings by way of oxides in
concrete or careful and con-
sidered placement so as not
to detract from the locations
visual appeal).

Cutting-in  tracks and access
ways by means of machete

or other — Not in_ National
parks! (This can be a murder-
ous task in the heat of sum-
mer!)

“I havent even touched
on the projects going
through Lewis’s head. |
think he was going to
build a submarine to troll

Emptying the memory card on
your digital camera and certi-
fying your scales.

the thermoclines without  giting, selling, or otherwise dis-
posing of your unused and

a downrigger; And paint )
] dust-gathering gear!
a giant manta ray under And for the boatie;
his boat to attract cobia. Anti-fouling, ~engine and

trailer servicing and maintenance,
Priceless!” checking batteries/electronics and

cables, checking safety equipment,
splicing ropes, recharging self-
inflating PFD’s, replacing filters and
fuses, bilges, live bait tanks, rocket
launchers, rod holders and seating....
Don't neglect servicing your vehicle

either.

Roof racks, towbars and
spotlights aren’t checked during rou-
tine servicing!

Not to mention that | haven't even
touched on the projects going
through Lewis’s head. | think he was
going to build a submarine to troll the
thermoclines without a downrigger.
Painting a giant manta ray under his
boat to attract cobia. Priceless!

Here's to a successful and hassle
free season ahead.

Mudmullet.



CENTENNIAL PARK

Park Report - Tony Steiner

With water levels dropping a little,
we all prayed for some rain to
bring the waters back to an ac-
ceptable level. They say you
should be careful what you wish
for.

Soon after we had some of the
biggest flooding the Park had ever
seen. Many of the banks were bro-
ken and water overflowed onto the
roads and grass fields. Many of
the football fields were covered in
so much water that the ducks were
happy swimming over the many
grass fields that disappeared into
a newly flooded pond.

ANSA Club ST George had their
Club picnic booked for that week-

end afternoon but due to the water
levels it had to be called off. To give
you an idea of how much water we
got, the area that ST George was go-
ing to be in is in this picture. The red
arrow shows a park bench that nor-
mally is about 50 meters from the wa-
ter edge. Here you can only see the
top few timber slats Drains were over
flowing and not coping with the
amount of water trying to pass.

The storm drain here is maybe six
feet deep and five feet wide, and it too
was overflowing while trying to move

N

water between ponds. At one stage
the water movement was so strong
that it moved large tree logs that had
fallen. Needless to say, it has taken
some time for the waters to settle and
some areas are still a chocolate
brown due to the high level of silt and
mud that was stirred up.

Fish are just starting to come back on

the bite, however, with Spring soon on
us they are due to start building their
body weight to spawn so high catch
rates should soon be on the cards.

Tight Lines—The Professor
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DPI NEWS

Anglers reminded to follow the rules from September 1

NSW Department of Primary Industries (NSW DPI) isr  eminding anglers that fishing for ~ Murray cod
and Murray crayfish will close from September 1.

NSW DPI Senior Fisheries Manager, Recreational and Indigenous Fishing, Cameron Westaway, said that
fishing for Murray cod is closed every year from September 1 to November 3 0 to protect the species
during breeding season.

“Murray cod are a prized catch of freshwater anglers and are found mainly in the Murray Darling river sys-
tem,” Mr Westaway said.

“It is one of Australia’s largest freshwater fish growing up to 1.8m and weighing up to 50kg.

“Every year the three-month ban on fishing protects this native species during its breeding season, so that
there will be more Murray cod for the fishery in the future.”

Mr Westaway said the Murray crayfish fishing season also closes on September 1 and would not reopen until
May 1 next year.

“Murray crayfish provide the basis of a popular recreational fishery in many areas of the southern Murray-
Darling Basin and are considered an iconic species within this system,” he said.

“The closure periods provide protection for these species over their dormant period.

“Fishers are also reminded that fishing for Murray crayfish is prohibited at all times in notified trout waters and
in Blowering Dam.”

NSW DPI Director Fisheries Compliance, Glenn Tritton, said fishing laws are in place to protect, conserve
and improve the State’s fisheries resources for present and future generations.

“Fisheries officers will be patrolling our inland waters to ensure that these restrictions are being adhered to
and that fishing rules are being followed,” Mr Tritton said.

“Fishers found doing the wrong thing may be issued with a $500 penalty notice but can face a maximum pen-
alty of $22,000 and/or six months in jail for a first offence, or a maximum $44,000 and/or 12 months jail for a
second or subsequent offence.”

A summary of the freshwater fishing rules can be found at www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/fisheries, and in the 2011
NSW Recreational Freshwater Fishing Guide.

The free guides are available from NSW DPI offices, and fishing licence
agents, as well as bait and tackle shops.

Media contact: Sarah Wright 6391 3686 or 0427 0751 67



FISHING FUNNIES



SSAFA BOARDS



SSAFA BOARDS



SSAFA BOARDS



SSAFA BOARDS

KIDS DAY OUT ON THE BAY

Saturday 3rd December
Parents and Carers welcomed
Have plenty of gameboats on stanby already
WATCH THIS SPACE FOR BOOKING DETAILS




